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Abstract  

Subaltern voices have always been given an important position in Indian literature 

because they provide a variety of viewpoints that question prevailing narratives and bring 

light on the realities of oppressed groups. These voices, which often include the tales of 

lower castes, indigenous people, women, and other members of oppressed groups, have 

found expression in a wide variety of literary works. These works may be found in every 

imaginable form. In order to provide a more holistic understanding of the nation's history 

and culture, Indian literature has served as a forum in which writers from subaltern 

groups have been able to discuss their own experiences, challenges, and goals. These 

authors have given voice to the lived realities they have experienced via the mediums of 

fiction, poetry, and essays, tackling topics such as prejudice, social injustice, and identity. 

Their works not only contribute to a more comprehensive literary landscape, but they also 

serve as a catalyst for social change and awareness, encouraging readers to confront and 

question preexisting hierarchies. This is because their works address a wide range of 

topics, from politics to religion to sexuality. By welcoming the perspectives of subaltern 

groups, Indian literature has continued to develop into a space that is both dynamic and 

reflective. Within this space, a diversity of life experiences is acknowledged and 

celebrated, which contributes to the overall enrichment of the nation's narrative tapestry. 

keywords : Subalterns, Indian literature, marginalized voices, lower castes, indigenous 

communities 

Introduction 

Subaltern Studies 

In the prologue to the first issue of the journal Subaltern Studies, which was released in 

1982, the Indian historian Ranajit Guha argued for an increase in the amount of scholarly 

work that focuses on subaltern topics and criticisms of elitism. It has been over 30 years, 

yet his cry has been answered in a number of different ways. In addition to concentrating 

on South Asia, the Subaltern Studies Collective has had an effect on the way research is 
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conducted in every region of the world and has been a driving force behind the formation 

of other organisations that do the same thing, such as the Latin American Subaltern 

Studies group. This Curated Collection was created to celebrate the 30th anniversary of 

the school known as Subaltern Studies. It contains five articles that offer a glimpse into 

the ways in which Cultural Anthropology has contributed to this school, as well as the 

ways in which this school has similarly influenced anthropological research. These 

articles show how subaltern studies are explored in other parts of the world in addition to 

the Indian subcontinent, as well as how it may be used to lead an investigation of 

representation, identity, power, and modernisation. 

The first piece in this collection is titled Subaltern Struggles and the Politics of Place and 

was written by Donald S. Moore. Moore attacks the way in which anthropology has 

fetishized subalternity and resistance in the context of his discussion of the settlement 

patterns and land rights of Kaerezians in post-colonial Zimbabwe. “Our comprehension of 

individuals, their behaviours, and their relationships with others is hindered by 

essentializing theories that reduce the subaltern as a monolithic and uniform category. 

Moore goes beyond such a simplistic approach by calling for a more nuanced 

understanding of location. He argues against the concept that certain actors are within 

power relations while others are outside and may, as a result, oppose power in relatively 

uncomplicated ways. He does this by pointing out that power interactions are not binary. 

Moore, on the other hand, argues that power dynamics are present everywhere and 

crosscut every location. A sufficient perspective cannot be obtained by the use of neat 

inside/outside divides. 

Saba Mahmood, much like Moore, is sceptical of Guha's concept of a subaltern 

autonomous sphere that exists outside from the dynamics of dominance. She challenges 

the common ideas that we have about agency and resistance in her article titled Feminist 

Theory, Embodiment, and the Docile Agent. Mahmood parochializes our normative 

notions of self to show the agency of Muslim women who engage in the revival of Islam 

in Egypt”. She does this by drawing on her fieldwork that she did during the Egyptian 

Islamic revival. She presents an alternative reading that focuses on how women's piety 

enables them to self-empowerment and counters the interpretations that are proposed by 

Western feminism. Rather than viewing the participation of women in mosques as 

evidence that they are submissive to patriarchal Islam, she takes this participation as 

evidence of their piety. 
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The author, Miyako Inoue, calls our attention to the part that language and music played 

in the development of Japanese modernism as well as the building of its Others. Inoue 

tracks the late 19th-century emergence of school-girl speech in her essay titled The 

Listening Subject of Japanese Modernity. This metapragmatic category was invented by 

male Meiji intellectuals, and it was used to produce women as modern Japan's self-

consolidating Other. Inoue's research can be found in her essay titled The Listening 

Subject of Japanese Modernity. Scholars of the highest calibre were of the opinion that 

women who talked in this manner were demeaning themselves and their professions. 

Inoue contends that this school-girl speech established a male aspect of Japanese 

modernity, while at the same time reducing the significance of the feminine voice to that 

of meaningless clamour. Inoue shares Mahmood's scepticism over Western concepts of 

individual agency, particularly those that equate power and identity with one's voice. She 

makes the point that during the Meiji period in Japan, the voice functioned as the same 

mechanism that rendered women voiceless and established them as the Other of 

modernity. 

 

The construction of society's Others is another topic that is discussed in Peter Benson's 

paper. Benson is interested in the development of the face, and he contends that various 

kinds of faces might be used to index different kinds of persons. “The face makes a 

distinction between human beings who are worthy of rights, respect, and livelihoods and 

others who are not worthy of these things. Benson investigates the lived experiences of 

migrant farm labourers in North Carolina in his study titled El Campo: Faciality and 

Structural Violence in Farm Labor Camps. These individuals work in agricultural fields 

and live in camps. He demonstrates how coloured looks exclude migrants from the Anglo 

group, which is the dominant one. Benson's thesis is similar to that of Inoue's in that it 

demonstrates how the face indexes an internal identity that is presumptively assumed by 

the dominant community to be offensive, Other, and in some way worthy of the 

individual's circumstances of depravity. 

The subject of how academics should battle with the subaltern populations with whom 

they engage is addressed in Charles Hale's article titled Activist Research v. Cultural 

Critique. He contends that activist researchers had to come up with methodologies that 

are distinct from what he refers to as culture criticism. He recommends that scholars use 

such tools, such as statistical surveys and technologies based on geographic information 
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systems (GIS), in ways that may be leveraged in courtrooms and other contexts to assist 

subaltern communities in their fights against dominant social institutions. Next, he 

suggests that researchers should be held responsible not just by the academic institutions 

in which they are employed but also by the communities in which they do their study. The 

article written by Hale raises problems about academic and ethical duty, as well as the 

practical applications of knowledge and accountability. 

We provide interviews with two of the initial members of the South Asian Subaltern 

Studies Collective, who were influential in many topics pertaining to subaltern studies 

and beyond. Both Professor Gyanendra Pandey, a distinguished professor of History at 

Emory University, and Professor Partha Chatterjee, a professor of Anthropology at 

Columbia University, offer their reflections on the early days of the collective, its 

trajectory, and its influence beyond South Asia and the field of History. 

We hope that by placing these essays in conversation with one another as well as with the 

additional insights of the authors as well as those of Professors Chatterjee and Pandey”, 

this collection will inspire further conversation on how anthropologists contribute to the 

proliferation of Subaltern Studies beyond the ideas and motivations of the original 

collective. 

Subalterns in Indian literature 

Ranjit Guha 

Ranjit Guha is a well-known historian who is most well-known for his contributions to 

the subject of Subaltern Studies. Subaltern Studies is a significant school of thought that 

developed within the discipline of Indian history. Those who have been historically 

disadvantaged and oppressed, in particular lower castes, peasants, tribal communities, and 

other marginalised people, were the target of Guha and his colleagues' efforts to attract 

attention to the voices and experiences of subaltern groups. The literary canon and 

academic spheres in India have been profoundly altered as a result of Ranjit Guha's 

participation in the Subaltern Studies movement. Guha's work has influenced Indian 

authors to include subaltern voices into their creative productions. This is because Guha's 

work places an emphasis on the significance of comprehending history from the 

viewpoint of those who have been marginalised. This has resulted in the formation of 

narratives that question conventional narratives and give a more nuanced picture of 

India's complex cultural and socioeconomic environment. Consequently, this has led to 

the emergence of narratives. Indian literature has increasingly included characters, 
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themes, and storylines that investigate the lives and challenges of subaltern people and 

groups. This trend is a direct result of the incorporation of Guha's theories. As a result of 

authors delving into topics like as land rights, labour movements, caste discrimination, 

and the complexity of rural life, the literary canon has been enriched with a wider range 

of human experiences. In addition to reshaping historical scholarship, Ranjit Guha's 

influence on Subaltern Studies has catalysed a transformation within Indian literature. 

This change has made Indian literature more inclusive, socially aware, and reflective of 

the diverse voices that have long been marginalised in society. 

 

Partha Chatterjee 

Another notable researcher who has made substantial contributions to the discipline of 

Subaltern Studies and its influence on Indian literature is Partha Chatterjee. His work has 

had a considerable effect on both of these areas. In his previous work, Chatterjee has 

mostly concentrated on postcolonial theory, nationalism, and the intricate dynamic that 

exists between subalterns and the state. The concepts of political society and civil society 

that were developed by Chatterjee have offered a framework for comprehending the 

connection that exists between the state and subaltern communities. This paradigm has 

also been explored in the works of Indian writers, who have shown the struggles of 

underprivileged populations against the power and authority of the state. These works of 

literature often shed light on the conflict that exists between the ambitions of the subaltern 

and the limits that are imposed by the machinery of the state. Indian authors have been 

writing on topics such as identity, agency, resistance, and negotiation after adopting 

Chatterjee's theories and incorporating them into their works of literature. They have 

given a voice to characters who traverse the complexity of both political and civil society, 

so exposing the manner in which subaltern people and groups manage their role in a 

changing socio-political context. The theoretical groundwork that Chatterjee's thoughts 

have offered for comprehending the dynamics of power and resistance within Indian 

culture has resonated across Indian literature. This is due to the fact that Chatterjee was an 

Indian. The authors have contributed to a more nuanced portrayal of the subaltern 

experience by infusing their narratives with the insights of Chatterjee. These authors have 

captured the tensions, challenges, and triumphs that shape the lives of those who have 

been historically marginalised through their narratives. In essence, the research of Partha 

Chatterjee has had a significant influence on Indian literature because it provides a 
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theoretical lens that writers may use to investigate the complexity of the subaltern 

experience and challenge existing power systems via their creative works. 

Gaytri Chakravorty 

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak is a well-known postcolonial theorist. The study of subaltern 

voices in Indian literature has been significantly impacted as a result of her body of work, 

which has had a considerable effect. Her idea of the subaltern, as well as the priority she 

places on deconstructing dominant narratives, have made a significant contribution to a 

more in-depth comprehension of the views that are excluded within Indian literary works. 

The word subaltern was used by Spivak to refer to persons or groups that have been 

historically marginalised, excluded from mainstream discourse, and silenced. Her 

involvement with the idea has inspired Indian writers to investigate the narratives and 

experiences of members of underrepresented populations, providing these authors with a 

forum in which to articulate the unique voices and points of view that they bring to the 

table. Indian literature has progressively delved into the nuances of subaltern existence, 

bringing light on themes like as caste oppression, gender discrimination, and socio-

economic inequities, thanks to the incorporation of Spivak's concepts. Narrative strategies 

have been used by authors that provide a challenge to established ways of storytelling. 

These strategies enable subaltern voices to emerge in a genuine manner and destabilise 

dominant narratives. Authors have been driven to reconsider their own position as 

interpreters and mediators of these voices as a direct result of Spivak's emphasis on the 

power relations that are inherent in the portrayal of subaltern subjects. Because of this 

self-reflection, Indian literature has evolved to include more ethical and responsible 

depictions of the realities of subaltern groups. The contributions that Gayatri Chakravorty 

Spivak made to postcolonial theory and her idea of the subaltern have had a significant 

influence on Indian literary works. Spivak's ideas have contributed to the enrichment of 

the literary landscape in India by highlighting the necessity to amplify voices of 

marginalised groups and critically examining the process of representation. This has 

resulted in the development of a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of 

India's multifaceted society. 

 

Ajay skaria 

A famous researcher and academic, Ajay Skaria has made important contributions to the 

investigation of subaltern viewpoints as well as the research of Indian history, politics, 
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and culture. His work ranges across a variety of fields and delves into the difficulties of 

caste, identity, and resistance within the framework of South Asia. Skaria's intellectual 

activities have had a major influence on comprehending the realities of oppressed 

populations and challenging existing power systems. This is due to Skaria's great 

dedication to reinventing historical narratives. Skaria has shown a remarkable capacity to 

manage the complicated interaction of subaltern voices, colonial legacies, and modern 

social dynamics via the thought-provoking works and critical analyses he has produced. 

His scholarship not only contributes to the enhancement of academic discourse, but it also 

has reverberations in the realms of Indian literature. Writers in this field have drawn 

inspiration from his insights to craft narratives that authentically represent the struggles, 

aspirations, and agency of those who have been marginalised for a very long time. Ajay 

Skaria's deep intellectual journey has continued to develop a more inclusive and complete 

view of Indian society and the many different narratives that make up that society. Skaria 

is a pioneer in the academic subject of subaltern studies. An prominent researcher whose 

intellectual pursuits span the fields of history, politics, and cultural studies, Ajay Skaria 

has made an indelible effect on the investigation of subaltern viewpoints in Indian 

literature and academic circles. His large collection of work is characterised by an 

interdisciplinary approach that tries to unravel the complicated fabric of Indian culture, 

focusing attention on the perspectives of individuals who have traditionally been 

excluded. His work has been shown internationally. Because to Skaria's extensive 

engagement with caste dynamics, identity formation, and resistance, the path has been 

cleared for a nuanced appreciation of the voices of subalterns and the agency they 

possess. His study goes beyond the borders that are traditionally accepted, and it often 

challenges dominant narratives. As a result, he encourages other academics and authors to 

question the conventions that have been established. Within the canon of Indian literature, 

Skaria's observations have been a rich source of motivation for writers who have 

endeavoured to accurately portray the actual reality of subaltern societies. Not only have 

Skaria's contributions revolutionised academic discourse, but they have also revitalised 

the literary landscape with narratives that reflect the varied, intricate, and frequently 

untold stories of India's subaltern populations. This was accomplished by integrating 

historical research, political analysis, and cultural critique in a seamless manner. Ajay 

Skaria's intellectual adventure, in its most basic form, continues to mould a more 
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inclusive, sympathetic, and comprehensive vision of Indian literature and culture, 

promoting the voices of those who have for a long time stayed on the outskirts. 

Conclusion 

The investigation of subaltern viewpoints in Indian literature has ushered in a new age of 

narrative that covers the marginalised, suppressed, and frequently unseen voices of 

society. This new era was ushered in by the advent of a literary movement known as 

subaltern studies. The literary landscape has been enhanced with tales that question 

conventional paradigms and give significant insights into the diverse fabric of human 

experiences thanks to the work of academics such as Ranjit Guha, Partha Chatterjee, 

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, and a plethora of others. These theoretical frameworks have 

been accepted by authors in order to construct novels that truly portray the hardships, 

ambitions, and successes of subaltern cultures, which in turn fosters empathy and 

understanding among readers. This literary movement has not only broadened the 

frontiers of artistic expression, but it has also sparked wider societal conversations about 

social justice, injustice, and the need of having a narrative that is inclusive. Literature has 

the power to amplify the stories of those who have been historically marginalised. This 

ensures their presence within the vibrant mosaic of Indian literature and enriches the 

collective understanding of the nation's complex socio-cultural fabric. As the 

investigation of subaltern voices continues to progress, it highlights the power of 

literature to do so. 
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