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Abstract: 

Peasant movements have a long history that may be traced to the numerous peasant uprisings 

that occurred throughout human history in various regions of the world. Early peasant uprisings 

often took place in feudal or semi-feudal societies and ended in deadly uprisings. The demands 

of more recent movements that fit the definition of social movements tend to be far less violent 

and concentrated on increasing agricultural output, enhancing the pay and working conditions of 

agricultural labourers, and lowering the cost of agricultural products etc. The purpose of this 

article is to investigate the origins and workings of the Indian peasant movements,theirdemands, 

the approaches taken to address them, and the results of their protests. The study is taking Punjab 

as a case study to understand the contemporary scenario of peasant movements particularly in 

Punjab. 

Introduction: 

Peasant movements in India have a long and complex history that spans several centuries. 

Peasants, who constitute a significant section of India's rural population, have been struggling for 

their rights and demanding social and economic justice for many years. The historical context of 

peasant movements in India can be traced back to the colonial period when British policies of 

land revenue and taxation caused immense hardship for peasants. In response, peasants 

organized themselves into various movements to resist exploitation and demand fair treatment. 

The Kisan Sabha movement, which emerged in the 1920s and 1930s, was a landmark in India's 
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peasant movement history. Since then, several other movements have emerged in different parts 

of the country, including the Naxalite movement in the 1960s and the farmers' protests of 2020-

21. 

Studying peasant movements in India is important for several reasons. First, peasants form a 

significant proportion of India's population, and their struggles have far-reaching implications for 

the country's social, economic, and political development. Second, peasant movements are often 

at the forefront of social and political change, challenging existing power structures and 

advocating for greater equity and justice. Finally, the study of peasant movements in India can 

provide valuable insights into the dynamics of social movements, includingthe role of leadership, 

organization, and mobilization strategies. 

The research questions and hypotheses that guide this study are: 

 What are factors that contribute to the emergence and growth of peasant movements in 

the Punjab region of India? 

 How do peasant leaders and organizations mobilize and organize peasant communities in 

the Punjab region? 

 What are the challenges and opportunities facing peasant movements in the Punjab 

region, and what can be done to support their growth and development? 

Conceptual Farmwork: 

The word 
1
"peasant" has its origins in the Latin word "pāgus", which means a rural district or 

village. It later evolved into the French word "paysan", meaning a countryman or farmer, and 

then into the English word "peasant". The term "peasant" was used in medieval Europe to refer 

to agricultural laborers who were tied to the land they worked on and who were subject to the 

authority of feudal lords. Peasants were often poor and had little social or political power, but 

they played a crucial role in the agricultural production that supported medieval society. 

Peasant movement is defined by different scholars in a different way.
2
 Marc Bloch (French 

historian, 1886-1944) defined a peasant as "a man who cultivates his own soil with his own 

hands and who is not a member of any privileged social class." He emphasized the importance of 

land ownership to the identity and economic status of the peasantry.Like that 
3
E.P. Thompson 

(British historian, 1924-1993): Thompson defined a peasant as "a small cultivator of the soil who 

pays rent to a landlord or taxes to a state, but is not a wage-labourer." He emphasized the social 

                                                 
1
 Oxford English Dictionary (2021). Peasant. Retrieved from 

https://www.oed.com/view/Entry/143040 

  

(https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/WGPleasants/Edel

man.pdf) 

 
2
 Bloch, Marc. Feudal Society. Translated by L.A. Manyon. 2nd edition. London: Routledge & 

Kegan Paul, 1965. 

3
 Thompson, E.P. (1978). The Poverty of Theory and Other Essays. London: Merlin Press. 

https://www.oed.com/view/Entry/143040
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/WGPleasants/Edelman.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/WGPleasants/Edelman.pdf
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and economic relationships that characterized peasant societies.
4
 Eric Wolf (American 

anthropologist, 1923-1999) defined a peasant as "a rural cultivator who produces mainly for 

subsistence and who is embedded in a larger system of political and economic relations." He 

emphasized the importance of understanding the historical and cultural context in which peasant 

societies operate. 
5
James Scott (American political scientist, b. 1936) defined peasant as "a rural 

cultivator who is primarily concerned with meeting the subsistence needs of his household and 

who is embedded in a complex web of social and economic relationships." He emphasized the 

agency of the peasantry in resisting state power and shaping their own lives. Ranajit Guha is a 

prominent Indian historian and scholar who has made significant contributions to the study of 

peasant movements in India. Guha is known for his subaltern perspective, which emphasizes the 

agency and resistance of oppressed and marginalized groups, developed the concept of 

"subaltern consciousness" to describe the cultural and political agency of rural and marginalized 

communities, including peasants. He argued that peasant movements in India often emerge as a 

result of the tensions and conflicts between these communities and the dominant political and 

economic elites. Guha's work on peasant movements includes the influential book "Elementary 

Aspects of Peasant Insurgency in Colonial India" (1983).  In this book, Guha argues that peasant 

movements were not merely spontaneous outbursts of rage, but rather organized and deliberate 

acts of resistance against colonial oppression. Guha argues that peasants had their own 

autonomous political and social systems that were distinct from the colonial state. Peasant 

movements were often driven by local leaders and were based on traditional forms of 

organization and communication, such as caste and kinship networks. Guha also emphasizes the 

importance of cultural factors, such as the idea of the "moral economy," in understanding peasant 

movements. Guha's work has been influential in shaping the study of peasant movements in 

India and has inspired a new generation of scholars to adopt a subaltern perspective. His 

emphasis on the agency and resistance of oppressed groups has helped to challenge dominant 

narratives of peasant movements as passive and reactionary. D.N.Dhanagare is an Indian 

sociologist and historian who has written extensively on peasant movements in India. He is 

known for his Marxist perspective and his focus on the political economy of rural India 

,developed a theory of "agrarian class structure"
6
 to explain the social and economic relations 

that underpin rural society in India. He argued that peasant movements often arise as a result of 

the conflict between different classes of rural society, including landlords, tenants, and 

agricultural laborers.In his book "Peasant Movements in India" (1990), Dhanagare argues that 

peasant movements have been a significant force in Indian society and politics, especially in the 

                                                 
4
 Wolf, E. (1999). Peasant Wars of the Twentieth Century. University of Oklahoma Press. 

5
 Scott, J. (1976). The moral economy of the peasant: Rebellion and subsistence in Southeast 

Asia. Yale University Press. 

6
 Dhangar, D. N. (1980). Agrarian class structure and economic development in India. Economic 

and Political Weekly, 15(28/30), 1183-1195. 
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period of colonialism and post-colonialism. He sees peasant movements as a response to the 

economic and political exploitation of peasants by landlords and moneylenders.Dhanagare 

emphasizes the role of class consciousness and political mobilization in the emergence of 

peasant movements. He argues that peasants have been able to organize themselves and demand 

their rights through collective action, such as strikes, demonstrations, and protests. He also 

highlights the importance of political alliances between peasants and other marginalized groups, 

such as workers, women, and Dalits.Dhanagare's work has contributed to the understanding of 

peasant movements as a form of class struggle in rural India. His Marxist perspective has helped 

to highlight the economic and political structures that underlie the exploitation of peasants and 

has provided a framework for analyzing the dynamics of social change in rural India.Sudipta 

Kaviraj is an Indian political scientist and historian who has written extensively on peasant 

movements in India. He is known for his work on the political and cultural dimensions of 

peasant movements, developed a theory of 
7
"agrarian populism" to explain the political 

mobilization of rural populations in India. He argued that peasant movements often emerge as a 

result of the appeal of populist ideologies that challenge the dominance of traditional elites and 

offer alternative visions of social and economic changeIn his book "The Unhappy 

Consciousness: Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay and the Formation of Nationalist Discourse in 

India" (1995), Kaviraj argues that peasant movements in India have been shaped by cultural and 

ideological factors as well as economic and political factors. He sees peasant movements as a 

form of political mobilization that is driven by a sense of grievance and injustice.Kaviraj 

emphasizes the role of cultural symbols and discourses in shaping the consciousness of peasant 

movements. He argues that cultural symbols, such as language, religion, and tradition, are often 

used by peasants to articulate their demands and grievances. He also highlights the importance of 

ideology and political discourse in shaping the goals and strategies of peasant movements. 

Kaviraj's work has contributed to the understanding of peasant movements as a complex and 

multi-dimensional phenomenon. His focus on the cultural and ideological dimensions of peasant 

movements has helped to highlight the role of symbolic politics in shaping the politics of rural 

India Barbara Harriss-White is a British economist and anthropologist , developed a theory of 
8
"agrarian capitalism" to describe the complex and evolving relationships between agriculture 

and capitalist development in India. She argued that peasant movements often arise as a result of 

the conflicts and contradictions that emerge in the context of these relationships, including issues 

of land ownership, labor exploitation, and environmental degradation. He has done extensive 

research on the agrarian economy and peasant movements in India. She is known for her 

interdisciplinary approach to studying agrarian change and her emphasis on the political 

economy of rural India.In her book "India Working: Essays on Society and Economy" (2003), 

Harriss-White argues that peasant movements in India have been shaped by the process of 

                                                 
7
 "On the Construction of the Political in India." , Economic and Political Weekly in 1997 

8
 Harris, E. C. (1979). Agrarian Capitalism and Poor Relief in England, 1500-1860. The Journal 

of Economic History, 39(3), 507-526. 
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economic liberalization and globalization in the post-colonial period. She sees peasant 

movements as a response to the changing economic and social conditions in rural India. 

Emphasizes the role of economic factors in shaping the dynamics of peasant movements. She 

argues that the process of economic liberalization has led to the marginalization and exploitation 

of small and marginal farmers, who are the most vulnerable to market forces. She also highlights 

the importance of political and institutional factors, such as corruption and ineffective 

governance, in exacerbating the economic problems faced by peasants.Harriss-White's work has 

contributed to the understanding of peasant movements as a response to the challenges of 

economic change in rural India. Her interdisciplinary approach has helped to highlight the 

complex and interrelated factors that shape the dynamics of agrarian change and peasant politics 

in India. 

These scholars emphasize different aspects of the peasant experience, including land ownership, 

economic relationships, cultural context, and agency. 

There have been several theories put forth by scholars to explain peasant movements in India: 

For example: 
9
Subaltern Studies Theory, Indian scholars associated with this theory have argued 

that peasant movements in India are often driven by subaltern groups who are excluded from 

mainstream political and economic systems. They view these movements as a form of resistance 

to colonialism, imperialism, and postcolonial forms of domination that seek to challenge 

dominant power structures. 
10

Marxist scholars in India have argued that peasant movements are a 

response to exploitative economic and political systems that benefit the ruling class at the 

expense of the peasantry. They view these movements as a form of class struggle that seeks to 

overthrow the existing social order. 
11

Gandhian Theory: Some Indian scholars have drawn on 

Gandhian ideas to explain peasantmovements in India. They argue that these movements are 

often rooted in the desire for swaraj, or self-rule, and are motivated by a commitment to 

nonviolence and the preservation of local cultures and ways of life. 
12

Political Ecology Theory: 

Indian scholars influenced by political ecology have argued that peasant movements in India are 

often driven by ecological concerns, such as access to land and natural resources. They view 

these movements as a form of resistance to capitalist development that threatens local 

ecosystems and the livelihoods of rural communities. 

These theories provide valuable insights into the causes and dynamics of peasant movements in 

India, highlighting the diverse and complex factors that shape this phenomenon. 

However, the conceptual framework that informs this study draws on several social, economic, 

and political factors in order to understand peasant movement. The study will employ a mixed-

                                                 
9
 Chatterjee, P. (1986). Nationalist thought and the colonial world: A derivative discourse? Zed 

Books. 
10

 Gupta, A. (1982). Caste and class in Indian politics. Economic and Political Weekly,    

17(17/18), 715-717. 

11
 Gandhi, M. K. (1942). The story of my experiments with truth. Beacon Press. 

12
 Guha, R. (1989). The unquiet woods: Ecological change and peasant resistance in the 

Himalaya. University of California Press. 
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methods research approach, including archival research, content analysis, and interviews with 

key informants. 

 

History Of PeasantMovements in India 

In India, the peasantry has always been an oppressed and exploited class. In spite of this, they 

have always resisted their oppression and exploitation. This resistance takes the form of various 

peasant movements. The Peasant Movement in India has a long history dating back to the 

colonial period when farmers in different parts of India revolted against Zamindars, landlords. 

The first recorded peasant movement in India took place in the 12th century CE, when the 

peasants of Bengal rose up against their Muslim rulers. This was followed by a number of other 

peasant rebellions in different parts of the country. The peasant movement in India has evolved 

over time 

During the colonial period, the peasants' movements were usually the result of stresses in the 

feudal and semi-feudal societies. In the 20th century, there were a number of significant peasant 

movements in India. The most important peasant movement in India was the Dekhani Movement 

which took place in 1857. This was a widespread revolt against British rule which had begun to 

affect the peasants adversely. The Dekhani Movement was crushed by the British but it gave rise 

to a new consciousness among the peasants and laid the foundation for future struggles like The 

Quit India Movement of 1942 which was launched by Mahatma Gandhi. This was a mass 

movement against British rule which eventually led to India's independence in 1947. 

After India gained independence, the government took many strategies for growth of Indian 

agricultural system and Promised Land reform. However, the initiative taken by the government 

was not fully successful, which led to numbers of 'land grabs movement by the peasant leaders. 

In independent India, the peasants organized anti-feudal movement against exploitation by 

landlords or against the state. They demanded re-distribution of land, higher wages for labor, 

lower rents to small peasants, and an end to other exploitative practices. The Green Revolution 

created a fragmentation in the united peasants' movement of India. As a result, Indian society has 

witnessed a severe problem called "agrarian distress." This refers to a severe problem in Indian 

society thataffects farmers and their livelihoods The state's apathy towards addressing the issues 

of farmers is a significant cause of their dissatisfaction and agrarian distress.  

Several parts of India has gone through several peasant movements in India over faction of time 

such as: Telangana Movement (1946-51)  Tebagha movement (1946-1949)  Kagodu Satyagraha 

(1951)  Naxalbari Movement (1967)  Lalgarh movement (2009) These movements were led by 

Marxist and Socialist groups and aimed to address issues such as land reforms, exploitation, and 

oppression of peasants by the state .The outcomes of the peasant or farmers' movements have 

been varied. Some movements were successful in achieving their goals, while others failed due 

to various reasons such as lack of support from other social groups or state repression. For 

example, the Telangana Movement (1946-51) was successful in achieving land reforms and 

improving the socio-economic conditions of peasants in the region 
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 Similarly, the Tebagha movement (1946-1949) in Bengal was successful in reducing the share 

of landlords from 50% to 25% of the crop. On the other hand, some movements such as 

Naxalbari Movement (1967) failed to achieve their goals and resulted in violent clashes with 

state authorities. The Lalgarh movement (2009) also faced a similar fate.  

Other then these movements there have been farmers' movements led by rich farmers in different 

states of India such as Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Punjab and Gujarat. These 

movements primarily focused on issues related to the economic interests of rich farmers such as 

subsidies, loan waivers, and minimum support prices for crops. For example, the Bharatiya 

Kisan Union (BKU) led by Mahendra Singh Tikait in Uttar Pradesh was successful in getting the 

government to reduce electricity tariffs for farmers in 1986. However, some critics argue that 

these movements often ignore the needs and demands of small and marginal farmers who are 

more vulnerable to economic exploitation. 

However, the outcomes of peasant movements have been mixed and depend on various factors 

such as political climate, leadership, support from other groups and more. These movements 

aimed to challenge the existing power structures and bring about radical changes in society. 

Peasant Movements in Punjab 

Punjab is a state in northern India that is known for its fertile land and significant contribution to 

the country's agricultural production. The state's geography and natural resources have played a 

critical role in its agricultural development and economic growth.Geographically, Punjab is a flat 

and fertile region that is watered by five major rivers - the Satluj, Beas, Ravi, Chenab, and 

Jhelum. These rivers provide ample water resources for agricultural production, and the state has 

one of the highest irrigation densities in the country. Punjab's favorable climate and soil 

conditions also make it an ideal location for the cultivation of crops such as wheat, rice, cotton, 

and sugarcane. 

The state's agricultural development has been driven by a combination of factors, including 

government policies, technological advancements, and the hard work of farmers. Punjab's Green 

Revolution of the 1960s and 1970s, which involved the adoption of high-yielding varieties of 

crops, modern farming techniques, and increased use of fertilizers and pesticides, significantly 

boosted the state's agricultural productivity and led to a significant increase in food production. 

Punjab is often referred to as the "breadbasket of India" due to its significant contribution to the 

country's agricultural production. According to the Economic Survey of Punjab (2019-20), the 

state contributes approximately 30% of India's total wheat production and 12% of the country's 

rice production. The state is also a significant producer of other crops such as sugarcane, cotton, 

and fruits and vegetables.This title for Punjab has been used in various media reports and 

academic papers. For example, a research article published in the International Journal of 

Environmental Sciences in 2015 refers to Punjab as the "breadbasket of India" in the context of 

its high agricultural productivity and the challenges faced by the state's farmers. 

States in “Turmoil”  

The Farmers' Protest of 2020-2021 in India was a series of protests by farmers and agricultural 

workers against three new farm laws passed by the Indian government in September 2020. The 
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laws aimed to deregulate and modernize the agricultural sector by liberalizing the agricultural 

market by allowing farmers to sell their produce outside of government-regulated markets and 

enter into direct contracts with buyers., but farmers feared that the changes would lead to the 

dismantling of the current agricultural support system and leave them vulnerable to exploitation 

by corporations and raised concerns about the impact of these laws on their livelihoods, 

particularly small and marginal farmers. 

The three laws that were at the center of the controversy are: 

1. The Farmers' Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020: This law 

allows farmers to sell their produce outside the traditional Agricultural Produce Market 

Committees (APMCs) and enter into direct contracts with buyers. Farmers fear that this will lead 

to the dismantling of the APMC system, which provides them with a guaranteed minimum 

support price (MSP) for their crops. 

2. The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm 

Services Act, 2020: This law allows farmers to enter into contracts with buyers for the sale of 

their crops at a mutually agreed price. Farmers fear that this will lead to the exploitation of small 

and marginal farmers by big corporations. 

3. The Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020: This law removes certain commodities 

such as cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible oils, onions, and potatoes from the list of essential 

commodities and allows the government to regulate the supply of these commodities only in 

exceptional circumstances. Farmers fear that this will lead to a decrease in the MSP and make 

them vulnerable to hoarding and price manipulation by big corporations. 

The farmers' protests against these laws began in Punjab and Haryana in September 2020 and 

spread to other states. The protests gained national attention and support from various sections of 

society, including opposition political parties, trade unions, and civil society groups. The protests 

included sit-ins, hunger strikes, tractor rallies, and road blockades. The protest was continued for 

several months. 

The  main criticisms of the farm laws that were passed in India in 2020 were: 

1. Lack of protections for farmers: The laws were criticized for removing key protections that 

had been put in place to safeguard farmers' incomes and prevent exploitation by large 

corporations. The laws were seen as favoring big businesses at the expense of small farmers. 

2. Lack of consultation: The laws were introduced without adequate consultation with farmers 

and their representatives. Critics argued that the laws were pushed through without proper debate 

and consultation, and that the government failed to take into account the concerns and needs of 

farmers. 

3. Corporate takeover of agriculture: The first law, the Farmers' Produce Trade and Commerce 

(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020, allows farmers to sell their produce outside of 

government-regulated wholesale markets. This has been criticized as a move towards the 

privatization and corporate takeover of agriculture, which could harm the interests of small 

farmers. 
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4. Loss of bargaining power for farmers: The second law, the Farmers (Empowerment and 

Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, 2020, allows farmers to enter 

into contracts with private companies for the sale of their produce. However, critics argue that 

this could lead to a loss of bargaining power for farmers, who may be forced to accept lower 

prices for their produce. 

5. Weakening of government support: The third law, the Essential Commodities (Amendment) 

Act, 2020, removes limits on stockpiling of essential commodities by traders and companies. 

Critics argue that this could lead to hoarding and black marketing of essential goods, and weaken 

government support for farmers. 

The farmers' protest in Punjab was led by several farmer unions, including the Kisan Mazdoor 

Sangharsh Committee, Bharatiya Kisan Union (Ekta Ugrahan), Bharatiya Kisan Union (Ekta 

Sidhupur), and Krantikari Kisan Union. The farmers' unions formed a joint platform called the 

Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM) to lead the protest and negotiate with the government. The 

SKM includes over 40 farmer unions from across India.  

The Indian government took several steps to resolve the farmers' protest 2020. Initially, the 

government offered to hold talks with the farmer unions to address their concerns. Several 

rounds of talks were held between the government and the farmers, and when no resolution could 

be reached. The government proposed to amend the farm laws and offered to give a written 

assurance on the continuation of the minimum support price (MSP) system. However, the farmer 

unions rejected the proposal and demanded a complete repeal of the farm laws.The government 

then constituted a committee to hold discussions with the farmers and find a way forward. 

However, the farmer unions refused to participate in the committee's proceedings, stating that 

they were biased towards the government.The farmers' protest in 2020 received both national 

and international support from various organizations, individuals, and countries. 

Although, some people argued that farmers can make money by selling their crop products for 

more money and therefore supported the Farm Laws.
13

 but due to large scale protest  by the 

farmers, the Indian government under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi repealed 

the three agricultural laws on November 19, 2021 

The farmers' protest in India in 2020 had significant significance and impact on various fronts. 

Firstly, it brought the attention of the government and the public towards the plight of farmers in 

India, highlighting their struggles and demands. The protests also showcased the power of 

collective action and peaceful protest, with farmers from across the country uniting and 

demanding their rights. Moreover, the protests had a significant impact on the Indian economy, 

especially the agricultural sector, as farmers make up a substantial portion of the Indian 

population. The protests led to disruptions in the supply chain of agricultural produce, impacting 

the livelihoods of both farmers and traders. The protests also had political repercussions, with 

opposition parties using the issue to criticize the ruling government and its policies.Furthermore, 

the protests sparked a national debate on issues related to agriculture, including the role of the 

government in agricultural markets, the need for reforms, and the impact of globalization on the 

                                                 
13

 https://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-4859-benefits-of-farm-bill 

https://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-4859-benefits-of-farm-bill
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agricultural sector. The protests also brought to the forefront issues related to the environment 

and sustainability in agriculture, with farmers demanding policies that take into account the 

impact of climate change on their livelihoods.Overall, the farmers' protest in India in 2020 

highlighted the need for comprehensive and inclusive policies for the agricultural sector, which 

take into account the needs and demands of farmers and ensure their welfare.  

Regarding farmers protest economist Jean Drèze said that the farmers' protest was significant in 

bringing the issue of agricultural reforms to the forefront and highlighting the concerns of 

farmers. He argues that the protest succeeded in building a broad-based alliance among farmers 

and political groups and sparked a national debate on agricultural policy. (Reference: Drèze, J. 

(2021). India's Farmers and the Crisis of Democracy. Oxford University Press.)Political scientist 

Niraja Gopal Jayal contends that the farmers' protest was a significant challenge to the 

government's legitimacy and demonstrated the strength of collective action. She argues that the 

protest was not just about the farm laws but also about the broader issues of democracy, 

citizenship, and social justice. (Reference: Jayal, N. G. (2021). India's Farmers' Protests: 

Resisting Reform. Oxford University Press.). In contrast, economist Surjit Bhalla argues that the 

farmers' protest was based on misperceptions and misunderstandings of the farm laws. He 

contends that the laws were necessary to modernize agriculture and increase farmers' incomes. 

(Reference: Bhalla, S. (2021). The Truth About India's Farmers' Protests. HarperCollins.) 

Historian Ramachandra Guha argues that the farmers' protest was significant in bringing together 

diverse groups of farmers and challenging the government's narrative on agricultural reform. He 

contends that the protest was part of a broader democratic movement in India and demonstrated 

the importance of civil society in holding the government accountable. (Reference: Guha, R. 

(2021). The Farmers' Movement in Historical Perspective. India International Centre Quarterly.) 

The farmers' protest in India 2020 was a complex and multi-faceted event that generated a range 

of opinions and perspectives. While some sawit as a significant challenge to the government's 

legitimacy and a catalyst for broader social and political change, others viewed it as a misguided 

response to necessary reforms.The impact of the farm laws 2020 on Indian foreign policy and 

international relations is a complex issue and has been subject to debate among experts.  

Finding of the study: 

This study analyzed the history and key factors contributing to peasant movements in India, with 

a specific focus on the Punjab region. The study employed a qualitative research design and used 

primary sources, including academic journals, books, and government reports. 

The findings of the study reveal that peasant movements in India have been shaped by a range of 

factors, including economic, political, and social factors. Economic factors such as poverty, 

indebtedness, and landlessness have been key drivers of peasant movements, as they have left 

farmers vulnerable to exploitation and unable to secure their livelihoods. Political factors, such 

as unequal distribution of power and the domination of the state by the ruling classes, have also 

played a significant role in the emergence of peasant movements. 

Social factors, including caste and gender discrimination, have also contributed to peasant 

movements in India. The caste system has created an unequal distribution of resources and 
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opportunities, with lower-caste farmers being particularly vulnerable to exploitation. Gender 

discrimination has also left women farmers at a disadvantage, as they have limited access to 

resources and face multiple forms of oppression. 

The analysis also reveals that peasant movements in India have been shaped by key events and 

leaders, including the Kisan Sabha movement, the Naxalite movement, and the farmers' protests 

of 2020-21. The Kisan Sabha movement was a mass mobilization of farmers in the 1930s, led by 

the Communist Party of India, and played a significant role in the Indian independence 

movement. The Naxalite movement emerged in the late 1960s and was characterized by armed 

struggle against the state, with a focus on land reform and social justice. The farmers' protests of 

2020-21 were sparked by the passage of three controversial farm laws by the Indian government, 

which farmers argued would leave them at the mercy of corporate interests and lead to the 

dismantling of the minimum support price system. 

The findings of this study have significant implications for future research and policy-making. 

The study highlights the need for a comprehensive approach to understanding and addressing the 

complex and multi-faceted factors contributing to peasant movements in India. Policy 

interventions that address the root causes of poverty, landlessness, and exploitation are necessary 

to address the underlying drivers of peasant movements. Additionally, policies that address 

issues of caste and gender discrimination and promote social justice and equality are crucial to 

building a more equitable and just society. 

Finally, the findings of this study are consistent with existing literature on peasant movements in 

India, which has highlighted the importance of economic, political, and social factors in shaping 

these movements. However, this study also contributes to the existing literature by providing a 

more detailed analysis of the key factors and events shaping peasant movements in the Punjab 

region, and by highlighting the implications of these movements for future research and policy-

making.In conclusion, the analysis of the history and key factors contributing to peasant 

movements in India, with a focus on the Punjab region, has revealed that these movements are 

shaped by a range of economic, political, and social factors. The study highlights the need for a 

comprehensive approach to addressing the root causes of poverty, landlessness, and exploitation, 

as well as policies that address issues of caste and gender discrimination and promote social 

justice and equality. The findings of this study contribute to the existing literature on peasant 

movements in India and have significant implications for future research and policy-making. 

Conclusion: 

The present study provides a comprehensive analysis of the peasant movements in India with a 

focus on the Punjab region. Through the historical analysis, it was found that peasant movements 

in India were mainly motivated by economic, political, and social factors such as landlessness, 

poverty, exploitation by landlords, and lack of political representation. The Kisan Sabha 

movement, the Naxalite movement, and the farmers' protests of 2020-21 were identified as the 

key events and leaders that shaped the peasant movements in India. 

The findings of the study have several implications for policy-makers and stakeholders. The 

study underscores the need for policies that address the root causes of agrarian distress and social 
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inequalities, including land reforms, access to credit, and social security. The study also 

highlights the importance of supporting and empowering peasant organizations and leaders. 

The study has some limitations that need to be acknowledged. First, the study is based on 

secondary data, and there is a need for primary data to validate the findings. Second, the study 

only focuses on the Punjab region, and the findings may not be generalizable to other regions in 

India. Third, the study did not explore the role of media and civil society in shaping the peasant 

movements in India, which could be an area for future research. 
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