
COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination skin manifestations in the Indian region 

 

Section A -Research paper 

 

13497 

 
Eur. Chem. Bull. 2023, 12(Special Issue 4), 13497-13509 
 

COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination skin manifestations in 

the Indian region. 

Dr Nikhil Girish, Resident , Department of Dermatology 

Krishna Institute of Medical Sciences, Krishna Vishwa Vidyapeeth, “Deemed to Be 

University” Karad – 415110, Maharashtra"  

 

Dr Navya Pandey, Resident,Department of Dermatology 

Krishna Institute of Medical Sciences, Krishna Vishwa Vidyapeeth, “Deemed to Be 

University” Karad – 415110, Maharashtra"  
 

Dr Neha Nagare, Resident ,Department of Dermatology 

Krishna Institute of Medical Sciences, Krishna Vishwa Vidyapeeth, “Deemed to Be 

University” Karad – 415110, Maharashtra" 

Abstract  

The new coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 that produced the COVID-19 pandemic that resulted in 

millions of infections and fatalities globally has had a huge influence on global health. A 

growing number of papers have emphasized the existence of distinct cutaneous 

manifestations linked to COVID-19 in addition to the well-known respiratory symptoms. 

Important clinical signs for the early diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of the disease can be 

found in several skin conditions. 

This study seeks to provide an overview of the most recent research on COVID-19 and 

COVID-19 vaccination's dermatological effects in the Indian region. Using the PubMed 

database, a thorough literature search was done with a focus on studies done in India. 

According to the research that have been found, COVID-19 patients have had erythematous 

rash, urticaria, livedo reticularis, chilblain-like lesions, and vesicular eruptions, among other 

different skin signs. The incidence, clinical features, and relationships to illness severity and 

development of these symptoms can vary. 

This study also go over the dermatological side effects of the COVID-19 immunization that 

have received attention as a result of the massive vaccination programs. Injection site 

reactions, local erythema, induration, pruritus, and delayed hypersensitivity reactions are 

among the common skin symptoms linked to vaccinations. Understanding these adverse 

reactions to vaccinations is essential for their prompt detection, suitable care, and to maintain 

the public's confidence in immunization programs. 
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The dermatological effects of COVID-19 and COVID-19 immunization in the Indian region 

are discussed in this paper in great detail. For early diagnosis, appropriate care, and the 

avoidance of pointless examinations, it is critical to recognize these skin symptoms. To better 

understand the underlying mechanisms and therapeutic consequences of these cutaneous 

findings and eventually enhance patient care and outcomes, more study is required. 

Keywords: COVID-19, SARS-CoV-2, skin manifestations, cutaneous findings, 

dermatological manifestations. 

Introduction  

The severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) that started the COVID-

19 pandemic and was the source of widespread illness and mortality has had a significant 

negative influence on world health [1]. While COVID-19 is frequently accompanied by 

respiratory symptoms as cough, fever, and shortness of breath, the condition has also been 

connected to a number of dermatological manifestations [2][3]. These cutaneous findings 

offer significant information for the early detection, diagnosis, and treatment of COVID-19 as 

well as prospective insights into the pathophysiology of the illness [4]. 

Worldwide, including the Indian subcontinent, reports of COVID-19-related dermatological 

symptoms have been made [5]. India offers an intriguing background for investigating the 

dermatological symptoms of COVID-19 in the area because of its sizable population and 

distinctive genetic and environmental factors [6]. The timely detection and adequate therapy 

of these symptoms might be aided by an understanding of the distinctive cutaneous 

appearances in the Indian population. 

varied geographical regions may have varied COVID-19 skin manifestation patterns and 

prevalence. Numerous investigations have shown specific dermatological abnormalities 

connected to COVID-19 in the Indian subcontinent [7][8]. Erythematous rash, urticaria, 

livedo reticularis, chilblain-like lesions, and vesicular eruptions are just a few of these 

symptoms [9]. Different age groups, disease stages, and comorbidities may have different 

effects on these manifestations' clinical traits, prevalence, and severity [10]. 

The dermatological manifestations of COVID-19 might be difficult to distinguish from other 

skin disorders because they resemble primary dermatoses, medication responses, or viral 

exanthems, for example [11]. However, some trends and correlations have been found that 
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can help distinguish COVID-19-related skin abnormalities from those of unrelated diseases. 

Acral lesions that resemble chilblains, for instance, have been noted as a characteristic feature 

in COVID-19 patients, particularly in younger people [12]. Medical personnel can take the 

necessary precautions and start treatment on time by recognizing these patterns, which are 

essential for correct diagnosis and appropriate management. 

Along with the COVID-19 dermatological symptoms, the introduction of COVID-19 

immunization programs has opened up a whole new world of skin findings connected to the 

vaccines. The COVID-19 vaccine has been associated to serious skin reactions, especially 

those given in the Indian region [13]. These adverse responses primarily show up as delayed 

hypersensitivity reactions, local erythema, induration, pruritus, and injection site reactions 

[14]. Despite the fact that these incidents are typically self-contained and end on their own, it 

is crucial to recognize them in order to separate them from unrelated disorders and give 

vaccine users the right level of certainty. 

In clinical practice, it is essential to comprehend the variations in skin manifestations between 

COVID-19 and those that occur after vaccination. To prevent unnecessary diagnostic tests, 

lessen patient anxiety, and assure proper therapy, the capacity to distinguish between the two 

is crucial [15]. This study seeks to contribute to the knowledge base and assist healthcare 

practitioners in precisely diagnosing and managing these manifestations by thoroughly 

examining the literature that is currently available on COVID-19-related dermatological 

findings in the Indian region. 

In conclusion, COVID-19 has been linked to a variety of dermatological symptoms, including 

particular patterns found in the Indian subcontinent. For early diagnosis, suitable care, and the 

avoidance of pointless tests, it is crucial to recognize certain skin signs. The unfavorable 

dermatological reactions to the COVID-19 vaccine have also been documented. In order to 

aid in early detection, precise diagnosis, and efficient management of these manifestations in 

clinical practice, this study offers a thorough summary of the dermatological manifestations 

of COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination in the Indian region. 

Cutaneous Manifestations of COVID-19 in the Indian Region  

Significant variety can be seen in the cutaneous COVID-19 symptoms throughout the Indian 

region, which reflects the disease's various clinical manifestations. Numerous dermatological 
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findings have been published by Indian studies, offering light on the variety of skin 

symptoms experienced by COVID-19 patients [1][2]. 

One of the most often described cutaneous symptoms of COVID-19 is an erythematous rash 

[3]. These rashes may or may not be pruritic and can appear as macules, papules, or vesicles. 

The rash can appear anywhere on the body, including the face, mucosal membranes, and the 

extremities [2]. Additionally, urticarial eruptions with temporary wheals and/or concomitant 

angioedema have been seen [3]. 

Some COVID-19 patients in the Indian region have been reported to have livedo reticularis, a 

mottled darkening of the skin with a lace-like pattern [1]. Particularly in younger people, 

"COVID toes," or chilblain-like lesions, show up as acral erythema, edema, and occasionally 

blistering or ulceration [2]. There have also been reports of vesicular outbreaks that resemble 

chickenpox or herpes zoster [1]. 

According to several research, there may be a correlation between the severity of COVID-19 

and the existence of dermatological findings, suggesting that these cutaneous symptoms can 

arise at various phases of the disease [3-10]. The fact that these skin manifestations can also 

occur in mild or asymptomatic instances underscores the need for caution and calls attention 

to dermatological indications as potential COVID-19 markers. 

For proper therapy and prompt diagnosis of COVID-19 patients, recognition and early 

identification of these cutaneous symptoms are essential. To provide thorough patient care 

and accurate diagnosis, dermatologists and other healthcare professionals should be aware of 

certain dermatological symptoms, particularly in the Indian region. The underlying processes 

and potential prognostic consequences of these cutaneous symptoms in COVID-19 require 

further study. 

In conclusion, COVID-19 has been linked to a number of cutaneous symptoms in the Indian 

subcontinent, including vesicular eruptions, livedo reticularis, chilblain-like lesions, and 

erythematous rash. It is essential to recognize these dermatological symptoms in order to 

diagnose them quickly and manage them effectively. To better comprehend these symptoms 

and their clinical importance in the Indian population, additional study and collaboration are 

required. 
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COVID-19 Vaccination and Skin Manifestations in the Indian Region  

Reports of post-vaccination skin manifestations have surfaced as COVID-19 vaccination 

campaigns are still being implemented in the Indian region. These dermatological discoveries 

connected to vaccinations have attracted attention and call for a closer look at their 

characteristics and implications [4][5]. 

Following COVID-19 vaccination, injection site responses are among the most frequently 

seen cutaneous symptoms [4]. At the injection site, these reactions frequently manifest as 

local erythema, induration, and discomfort. They often resolve in a few days and are self-

limiting [5]. Some instances of pruritus, or itching, at the injection site, have also been 

documented [6]. 

There have also been reports of delayed hypersensitivity reactions, which show up as 

erythematous or eczematous lesions far from the injection site. Days to weeks following the 

vaccine, these reactions may happen [5]. To prevent pointless tests and administer the proper 

care, it is crucial to distinguish these delayed hypersensitivity reactions from other unrelated 

dermatological disorders. 

Even though these minor and temporary skin reactions to the COVID-19 vaccine are 

common, it is nevertheless important to recognize them for proper diagnosis and to reassure 

those who receive the vaccine. Healthcare professionals must be educated about these 

dermatological adverse effects in order to address patient concerns and offer suitable 

management when necessary. 

To monitor vaccine safety and maintain public faith in immunization programs, it's critical to 

identify the particular traits and prevalence of vaccine-related skin manifestations in the 

Indian region. To acquire thorough information on the incidence, risk factors, and long-term 

effects of these dermatological adverse events in the context of the Indian population, robust 

reporting systems and additional research are required [6-11]. 

In general, delayed hypersensitivity reactions and cutaneous symptoms following COVID-19 

vaccination have been reported in the Indian subcontinent. Although most of these incidents 

are harmless and resolve on their own, vaccination campaigns are safer overall when they are 

managed properly. 
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Similarities in Skin Manifestations Between COVID-19 and COVID-19 Vaccination  

While it's important to distinguish between COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination-related 

cutaneous symptoms, there are certain similarities that can make therapeutic management 

difficult. For a proper diagnosis and course of treatment, it is crucial to recognize these 

overlapping traits [7][8]. 

Erythema is a typical dermatological symptom seen in COVID-19 and following 

immunization. Both in COVID-19 patients and after receiving the COVID-19 vaccine, 

erythematous rashes can develop [7]. The immunological response brought on by both the 

viral infection and the vaccine is highlighted, even if the precise mechanisms underlying this 

joint presentation are still not fully known. 

Another similarity between COVID-19 and vaccination-related skin symptoms is the 

presence of localized or generalized pruritus [8]. Patients may need symptomatic therapy for 

pruritus because it can be a bothersome symptom. 

Additionally, both the COVID-19 immunization and the virus infection itself might result in 

injection site responses, such as local erythema and induration [9-15]. It's crucial to 

remember that the timing and intensity of these reactions may vary between the two 

situations. 

The similarity in cutaneous symptoms between COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination 

emphasizes the value of a thorough clinical evaluation and taking the patient's clinical history 

into account. Paying close attention to time, accompanying symptoms, and vaccination status 

can help differentiate between the two and prevent needless diagnostic procedures. 

When assessing patients with dermatological symptoms in the context of COVID-19 or 

COVID-19 vaccination, healthcare practitioners should be attentive and keep a high index of 

suspicion. For an accurate diagnosis, suitable management, and top-notch patient care, a 

multidisciplinary approach combining dermatologists, infectious disease specialists, and 

primary care physicians is essential. 

To develop techniques for their early diagnosis and differentiation in clinical practice, as well 

as to better understand the underlying immunological pathways that contribute to these 

common dermatological manifestations, additional study is required. 
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Clinical Implications and Management of COVID-19 and COVID-19 Vaccination-

Related Skin Manifestations  

There are significant clinical ramifications for patient care and public health in the 

identification and effective management of COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination-related 

cutaneous symptoms. For prompt diagnosis, efficient care, and patient education, it is 

essential to comprehend the relevance of these dermatological findings [10,11,16]. 

Dermatological signs in the setting of COVID-19 can be crucial clinical markers for 

diagnosing and predicting illness. Skin conditions including chilblain-like lesions or vesicular 

eruptions may point to a possible connection with more severe COVID-19 variants or certain 

disease phases [10]. Monitoring and recording these dermatological symptoms can help with 

risk assessment and contribute to a thorough understanding of the condition. 

A comprehensive approach is required for healthcare practitioners to handle COVID-19-

related cutaneous symptoms. Accurate diagnosis and effective management depend on the 

skills of dermatologists working with infectious disease experts and primary care physicians 

[11,17]. Supportive care, symptomatic alleviation for discomfort or pruritus, and monitoring 

for potential consequences are all possible treatment options. 

Similar to this, managing skin symptoms after COVID-19 vaccination necessitates a thorough 

assessment. The majority of adverse reactions connected to vaccines that affect the skin are 

self-limiting and do not need special care. However, in order to address concerns and deliver 

appropriate care, effective assessment, patient education, and reassurance are crucial [12]. 

Healthcare professionals should be aware of the typical skin reactions after receiving the 

COVID-19 vaccine and be able to distinguish them from unrelated illnesses. Ongoing 

surveillance and reporting of COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination-related skin 

manifestations are crucial to monitor vaccine safety, identify potential risk factors, and direct 

public health interventions. Clear communication with patients regarding the nature, duration, 

and expected course of these skin findings is crucial to reduce anxiety and promote 

confidence in vaccination programs. To acquire thorough data and create evidence-based 

guidelines for the management of these dermatological findings, collaboration between 

healthcare practitioners, researchers, and regulatory authorities is crucial. 

In conclusion, there are significant therapeutic ramifications for identifying and treating 

COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination-related cutaneous symptoms. These symptoms can 
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help with disease diagnosis, prognosis, and risk classification. For the best possible patient 

care and the success of immunization campaigns, multidisciplinary collaboration, patient 

education, and ongoing surveillance are crucial. 

Diagnostic Approaches and Challenges in COVID-19 and COVID-19 Vaccination-

Related Skin Manifestations  

For effective management and top-notch patient care, accurate diagnosis of COVID-19 and 

COVID-19 vaccination-related cutaneous manifestations is essential. The diagnostic 

approach is, however, complicated by overlapping clinical symptoms and the requirement to 

distinguish these skin findings from other dermatological disorders [13-17]. 

The diagnosis process must include a complete medical history and clinical evaluation. 

Dermatologists and other healthcare professionals should be familiar with the typical 

COVID-19 and vaccine-related skin manifestation patterns and presentations. It can be quite 

helpful to pay close attention to the temporal link between symptom onset, vaccination, or 

virus exposure [13]. 

To support the diagnosis of COVID-19, laboratory tests can be employed, such as viral PCR 

analysis or serological assays. They should be read in conjunction with clinical data because 

of their limited relevance in the diagnosis of dermatological symptoms [14]. 

Due to their comparable clinical presentations, COVID-19-related skin abnormalities and 

other dermatological disorders might be difficult to distinguish from one another. The 

dermatological signs of COVID-19 and immunization can be imitated by viral exanthems, 

medication responses, or primary dermatoses. To distinguish between these disorders, 

dermatological knowledge and a thorough differential diagnosis are required [15]. 

The difficulty in diagnosing COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination-related dermatological 

manifestations highlights the need for healthcare practitioners to be more informed and aware 

of these issues. Improved diagnostic accuracy and a decrease in pointless investigations can 

be achieved by ongoing research and the creation of diagnostic algorithms and guidelines 

specifically for the Indian region. 

The diagnostic method also heavily relies on patient education. Informing patients about the 

possible COVID-19 and vaccination-related dermatological symptoms can motivate early 

reporting, aid prompt diagnosis, and facilitate proper care [18]. 
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In conclusion, due to overlapping clinical symptoms and the requirement for distinction from 

other dermatological disorders, the diagnosis of COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination-

related skin manifestations presents difficulties. The diagnostic process must include a 

thorough differential diagnosis, clinical evaluation, and awareness. In order to increase 

diagnostic precision and improve patient care, ongoing education and research activities are 

required. 

Future Perspectives and Research Directions in COVID-19 and COVID-19 

Vaccination-Related Skin Manifestations  

Future research is required to address a number of critical issues because our understanding 

of COVID-19 and its vaccination-related cutaneous manifestations is still developing. The 

pathophysiology, clinical consequences, and management techniques of these dermatological 

findings can all be learned a great deal by investigating these topics [16][17][18]. 

First and foremost, it is crucial to look at the immunological processes that underlie COVID-

19's cutaneous symptoms and vaccination. Our understanding of these manifestations can be 

strengthened by elucidating the specific immunological pathways implicated, the interaction 

between viral components and host response, and the significance of genetic predisposition 

[16]. 

Additionally, prospective studies are required to establish the prevalence, incidence, and risk 

factors related to particular skin manifestations in the Indian population. We can provide a 

more precise picture of the prevalence and clinical importance of these dermatological 

abnormalities in relation to COVID-19 and vaccination by gathering thorough and consistent 

data [17]. 

Investigation is also needed into the long-term effects and potential consequences of COVID-

19 and vaccine-related skin symptoms. Insights into the general prognosis can be gained by 

tracking the resolution of these dermatological abnormalities and evaluating how they affect 

quality of life [18-20]. 

Furthermore, the creation of diagnostic criteria and algorithms tailored to the Indian region 

may help in the early detection and separation of COVID-19- and vaccine-related skin 

symptoms. The development of evidence-based recommendations for the care and 
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surveillance of these dermatological findings can be facilitated by cooperative efforts among 

dermatologists, infectious disease experts, and public health authorities [16]. 

The viewpoints and experiences of patients with COVID-19 and vaccination-related 

cutaneous symptoms should also be investigated. Strategies to enhance patient education, 

engagement, and vaccine confidence can be informed by an understanding of patient 

concerns, the psychosocial significance of these dermatological results, and the variables 

driving vaccine acceptance and hesitation [17]. 

The development of diagnostic algorithms, patient perspectives, and investigation of 

immunological mechanisms should be the main areas of future research in COVID-19 and 

COVID-19 vaccination-related skin manifestations. These initiatives will assist evidence-

based management strategies in the Indian region and deepen our understanding of these 

dermatological findings [15-20]. 

Conclusion 

As a result of COVID-19's appearance and the following distribution of COVID-19 

vaccination, a variety of cutaneous symptoms connected to both the viral infection and the 

immunization procedure have come to light. Understanding and treating these dermatological 

findings are crucial for successful patient management and public health efforts in the Indian 

subcontinent, where the burden of COVID-19 has been high. 

With an emphasis on the Indian setting, this review paper has given an outline of the 

cutaneous symptoms seen in COVID-19 and COVID-19 immunization. We've talked about 

the several cutaneous manifestations, from the typical viral exanthems to more specialized 

patterns like chilblain-like lesions and vesicular eruptions. We also looked at the parallels and 

differences between the COVID-19 skin manifestations and those that occur after 

immunization, highlighting the importance of a proper diagnosis and the right course of 

treatment. 

Beyond their use as diagnostic markers, these skin findings have clinical implications. They 

can help with risk assessment, therapy response monitoring, and illness prognostication. A 

multidisciplinary strategy, comprising dermatologists, infectious disease experts, and primary 

care physicians, is also necessary for the therapy of these dermatological symptoms. In order 

to allay fears and boost vaccine trust, patient education and reassurance are essential. 
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The necessity to distinguish these findings from unrelated dermatological disorders has been 

mentioned as one of the difficulties in diagnosing COVID-19 and vaccination-related skin 

symptoms. Accurate diagnosis depends on the use of diagnostic techniques such clinical 

evaluation, medical history, and collaboration with other specialists. To clarify the underlying 

immunological mechanisms, identify incidence and risk factors, assess long-term results, and 

create unique diagnostic algorithms for the Indian population, additional study is required. 

As a result, the investigation of COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination-related skin 

manifestations in the Indian region is a dynamic area that necessitates continued study and 

cooperation. Our comprehension of these dermatological findings can be improved by further 

research, which can also help with vaccination safety monitoring and public health initiatives. 

We will be able to successfully traverse the developing COVID-19 landscape and its 

dermatological manifestations with continued monitoring, education, and research efforts. 
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