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Abstract 

This present research paper aims to explore the existential reflections present in Geetanjali 

Shree's novel, "Tomb of Sand." The novel delves into the profound themes of existence, identity, 

mortality, and the human condition. Through a meticulous analysis of the characters, plot, and 

literary techniques employed by the author, this paper sheds light on the existentialist undertones 

of the novel. By examining the characters' search for meaning, their struggles with isolation, and 

their contemplation of life's transient nature, this study uncovers the existentialist philosophy that 

permeates Shree's work. 
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Introduction: 

Geetanjali Shree, an accomplished contemporary artist, has consistently utilized the "Tomb of 

Sand" motif in her artwork, offering a captivating platform for philosophical introspection. This 

research paper aims to explore the philosophical elements embedded in Shree's portrayal of the 

"Tomb of Sand," deciphering the artist's perspective on impermanence, existentialism, and the 

complex nature of human existence. Geetanjali Shree's "Tomb of Sand" is a thought-provoking 

novel that explores various existential reflections. The story delves into the lives of its 
characters and their struggles with identity, existence, and the transient nature of life.  

"Tomb of Sand" is a novel written by Geetanjali Shree, an acclaimed Indian author. 

The novel was first published in Hindi as "Ret Samadhi" and later translated into English by 
Daisy Rockwell. "Tomb of Sand" is known for its thought-provoking exploration of 

existential themes and its language.

The story revolves around the life of its protagonist, Ma, an old woman who embarks on a 
journey of self-discovery and introspection. The novel delves into Ma's experiences as she 
grapples with her identity, relationships, and the existential challenges of existence. The 

narrative unfolds through a series of fragmented episodes, memories, and 

philosophical musings. Ma's encounters with various characters, such as her children Bade 
& Beti, her Bahu, and a sage-like figure named Rosie, serve as catalysts for 
her introspection and contemplation of life's deeper meaning. 
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Throughout the novel, Geetanjali Shree explores themes of alienation, the search 

for identity and purpose, the transient nature of life, and the inevitability of death. 

Ma's introspective journey reflects her quest for self-realization and a sense of belonging 
in an increasingly fragmented and chaotic world. The novel's language and imagery are 

highly evocative, offering vivid descriptions of the characters' emotional landscapes. 

Geetanjali Shree's style infuses the narrative with a sense of introspection and 

melancholy, enhancing the existentialist themes that permeate the story. "Tomb of Sand" 

has been widely acclaimed for its nuanced characterization, and its profound 

exploration of existential questions. It stands as a significant contribution 

to contemporary Indian literature, engaging readers in a contemplation of the human condition 

and the search for meaning in an uncertain world. 

Existentialism is a philosophical movement that emphasizes the individual's subjective 

experience, freedom, and responsibility in creating meaning and purpose in life. It provides a 

unique lens through which to understand the complexities of human existence and the 

fundamental questions of human experience. Existentialism recognizes the inherent 

uniqueness and individuality of each person. It acknowledges that individuals are not mere 

products of external circumstances but have the capacity to shape their own lives through 

their choices and actions. By focusing on the subjective experience of individuals, 

existentialism highlights the significance of personal responsibility and authenticity. 

Existentialism addresses the universal human quest for meaning and purpose in life. It 

recognizes that humans have an innate desire to find significance and make sense of their 

existence. Existentialist thinkers explore questions such as the purpose of life, the nature of 

personal identity, and the role of values and ethics in shaping human choices. 

Existentialism places a strong emphasis on human freedom and the ability to make 

autonomous choices. It emphasizes that individuals have the freedom to create their own 

meaning and determine their own path in life, despite the constraints and limitations they may 

encounter. Existentialism encourages individuals to take ownership of their actions and embrace 

the responsibility that comes with their freedom. Existentialism recognizes the inherent 

anxiety, anguish, and uncertainty that arise from the human confrontation with existential 

questions. It acknowledges the discomfort and existential angst that can arise when individuals 

grapple with the inherent limitations and contingencies of their existence. Existentialist 

thinkers explore the emotional and psychological dimensions of human experience, addressing 

themes such as isolation, alienation, and the fear of death. 

Existentialism encourages individuals to engage in self-reflection and introspection to 

gain a deeper understanding of themselves and their values. It emphasizes the importance of 

authenticity, urging individuals to live in accordance with their true selves and not conform 

to societal expectations or external influences. Existentialism highlights the need for 

individuals to confront their own existence honestly and make choices 
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that align with their inner convictions. By embracing existentialist perspectives, individuals can 

gain insights into the complexities of human experience. It encourages individuals to reflect on 

their existence, confront existential questions, and actively engage in shaping their lives. 

Existentialism provides a framework for exploring the challenges, dilemmas, and possibilities 

that arise from the human condition, offering a deeper understanding of the richness and depth of 

human experience. 

One of the central themes in the novel is the search for meaning and purpose in life. The 

characters, particularly the protagonist, Ma, grapple with questions of self-identity and 
the significance of their actions in the larger scheme of things. Ma's journey of self-discovery 
and her quest for fulfillment mirrors the broader existential quest that many individuals 

undertake in their lives. The novel also examines the impermanence and fragility of human 

existence. The title "Tomb of Sand" itself alludes to the transient nature of life, highlighting 

how everything eventually turns to dust. This motif is reinforced throughout the narrative, 

reminding the reader of the fleeting nature of our experiences and the inevitability of 

mortality. It prompts introspection about the significance of our actions in the face of the 

vastness of time and the ultimate insignificance of individual lives.  

Another existential reflection in the novel is the exploration of personal freedom and the 

constraints imposed by societal norms. Ma, as a woman in a traditional patriarchal society, 
struggles against societal expectations and norms that confine and limit her. Her rebellion against 

these constraints becomes a metaphor for the broader struggle of individuals to break free from 

the expectations and limitations imposed upon them by society. Geetanjali Shree employs 

various narrative techniques and symbolism in "Tomb of Sand" to convey existential ideas and 

enhance the reader's engagement with the novel's themes. The author's stylistic choices and use 

of symbolism contribute to the exploration of the human condition and the search for meaning.  

The novel's narrative structure is fragmented, consisting of disjointed episodes and 

memories. This fragmentation reflects the fragmented nature of human experience and the 

elusive search for coherence and understanding. The non-linear narrative mirrors the 

existentialist notion that life is not always neatly organized and that meaning must be 

actively constructed. Geetanjali Shree employs various techniques to delve into the 

characters' inner thoughts and emotions. Through this narrative technique, readers gain access 

to the characters' existential dilemmas, anxieties, and introspections. Narrative style allows 

for a direct and intimate exploration of the characters' existential reflections. A significant 

setting in the novel, holds symbolic meaning. It serves as a metaphor for the transitory 

nature of existence. It represents the cycle of life and death, the impermanence of human 

existence, and the quest for enlightenment. The symbolism deepens the 

existential themes and highlights the characters' search for meaning amidst the transient nature 

of life.  
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The title of the novel, "Tomb of Sand," itself holds symbolic significance. Sand 

symbolizes the ephemeral nature of human existence, the fleeting nature of time, and the 

inevitability of mortality. It represents the characters' realization of their own mortality and 

serves as a reminder of the transient nature of life's experiences. The symbolism of sand 

underscores the existentialist exploration of the finite nature of human existence. 

Geetanjali Shree employs rich metaphors and vivid imagery to evoke existential ideas. The 

use of language and powerful imagery enhances the reader's emotional 

engagement with existential themes such as isolation, longing, and the quest for identity. 

Metaphorical descriptions and imagery allow for a deeper exploration of the characters' internal 

struggles and existential dilemmas. 

Through these narrative techniques and symbolic elements, Geetanjali Shree effectively 

conveys existential ideas in "Tomb of Sand." The fragmented narrative, stream of consciousness 

technique, symbolism of sand, and metaphorical imagery work together to immerse the reader in 

the characters' existential reflections and evoke a profound contemplation of the human 

condition. Furthermore, "Tomb of Sand" contemplates the nature of reality and the 

subjective nature of perception. The narrative often blurs the boundaries between dreams and 

reality, leaving the reader questioning what is real and what is imagined. This exploration of the 

fluidity of reality challenges our understanding of existence and raises questions about the nature 

of truth and the construction of our experiences. 

Geetanjali Shree's "Tomb of Sand" offers a rich tapestry of existential reflections through 

its characters and their journeys. It encourages readers to ponder upon the meaning of life, the 

transient nature of existence, the quest for personal freedom, and the subjective nature of reality. 

By delving into these existential themes, the novel invites readers to engage in profound 

introspection and contemplate the nature of their own existence. Geetanjali Shree's "Tomb of 

Sand" presents a captivating and thought-provoking subject for philosophical analysis. Through 

this research paper, a comprehensive understanding of the philosophical elements depicted in the 

artwork will be achieved, shedding light on Shree's contemplation of impermanence, existential 

themes, and the human condition. By exploring the profound philosophical implications of the 

"Tomb of Sand," this study aims to contribute to the discourse on contemporary art and 

philosophy, stimulating further research, critical analysis, and interpretation in the field. 
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