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Abstract

It has been discovered over the years that most students lack a proper understanding of both theoretical
framework (TF) and conceptual framework (CF) and the distinctions between the two. The researcher is
required to anchor the work on either a conceptual framework or a theoretical framework. Both are
essential ingredents for research studies because they both lay the foundation for interpreting and
understanding the phenomena under study as both terms are used interchangeably despite their distinct
meanings and purposeful uses. This article tends to give a conceptual clarification of these two concepts,
their development and importance. Data were obtained from secondary sources-documentary survey
type. It used content analysis to analyse data. The study is enriely a library desk research without any
fieldwork component. The study revealed the distinction, importance, construction and development of
conceptual and theoretical frameworks. As conceptual defines the key concepts, variables, and
relationships in a research study as a roadmap that outlines the researcher’s understanding of how
different concepts are interrelated, the theoretical present a structure of theories, models, and concepts
that guide the research process and helps the researchers to develop the research questions or the needed
hypotheses. The study recommended that researchers should take advantage of the two frameworks in
their research activities because they will both clearly allow them to get a good idea of their work, benefit
future readers and users and increase the work’s stability. It also makes their findings generalizable.

Kewords: Theoretical, Conceptual, Theory, Concept, Framework
1. INTRODUCTION

It has been observed in previous studies that most postgraduate students fell short of a clear
understanding of what theoretical and conceptual frameworks entail. They seemed to be confused about
the distinction between a theoretical framework (TF) and a conceptual framework (CF). They are equally
deficient in the knowledge of their respective usages (Kivunja, 2018; Grant and Osanloo, 2014).

The TF and CFare the whole essence of the study. It constitutes the basement or the foundation on which
the study is erected. It could be likened to the study master plan or blueprint. The theoretical and
conceptual frameworks demonstrate clearly the journey of a study from the beginning to the end. The
conceptual framework entails the author’s perception of the work being carried out. It explains, justifies,
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supports and conveys the writer’s understanding of the motivation for the study and how each aspect of
the study connects to the identified gap or research problem (Crawford, 2020). TF provides an overall
depiction of relations. It describes the theory part of the work to be undertaken, existing theories
presented in the field of study by researchers supporting the research endeavor. It can also be described
as a group of interconnected theories that guide the study. In order to establish a theoretical basis, e.g. for
data analysis and interpretation of results, the researcher must draw on the previously tested and
published knowledge. This study tends to give a conceptual clarification of these two concepts as they
are important in any academic research endeavour.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
Theory

A theory, according to Kerlinger (1986), is "a set of interconnected constructions, definitions, and
propositions that give a systematic view of events by establishing relations among variables with the
objective of explaining and predicting phenomena.” A theory can be utilized to successfully anticipate
outcomes, and this predictive capacity can assist direct researchers to select acceptable study questions.

Framework

A framework is defined as “a set of ideas utilised to create decisions and judgments” (MacMillan English
dictionary, 2002:561). A framework, on the other hand, gives structure for explaining the relationships
between variables in a phenomenon (Kerlinger, 1986).

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework (TF) is a systematically developed and intertwined set of concepts and
foundations; coined from one or more theories with the sole intent of supporting a study. A theoretical
framework, according to LeCompte and Preissle (1993), is a collection of related ideas that can be used
to direct research with the intention of foretelling and explaining study results. Simply expressed, the
foundation for conducting research is laid forth in a theoretical framework (Caliendo and Kyle, 1996;
Radhakrishna et al., 2007).

The TF intends to explain the existing theories that are relevant to the study being conducted and how
they are connected. It also emphasizes the theory or theories that form the foundation of the study. The
TF is the starting point for paper critique. It is part of the master plan that pilot the conduct of the
research work (Grant and Osanloo, 2014). It is the solid rock on which the study is built. It is a reflection
of the study hypothesis. It could be likened to the plan of an itinerary to a specific destination. It could
equally be seen as a google map indicate the direction of the research work. The theoretical framework
entails borrowed existing theories that are relevant to the current study being undertaking, concepts,
constructs and theoretical principles (Grant and Osanloo, 2014). The TF is equally defined as the
organogram that pilots the study based on relevant existing theories developed using a consistent
discussion of specific ideas and their interconnections (Eisenhart, 1991).

In general, the theoretical framework and concept aims at making research findings relevant, acceptable
and generalizable for research-related theoretical structures (Dickson, Emad and Joe 2018). One of the
key reasons for the development of a theoretical context for research is for a scientific basis in which all
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the meanings of the data are self-rationalized (Neuman, 1997). It is the plan or research guideline (Grant
& Osanloo, 2014).

Researchers use theoretical frameworks to develop study structures in a logical manner and then relate
them to the study at hand, which are rationally established and linked from one or more theory sources.
Simply put, a theoretical framework reflects the proposed work a researcher intends to carry out using a
theory in the study.

Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework is an expression either narratively or graphically of the study being embarked
upon. It consists of the study variables: dependent, independent, and at times, intervening or control
variables; and the presumed relationships among the variables (Miles et al., 2014). It is equally a
depiction of the importance of the study being carried out and the appropriateness/ relevance of the ways/
methods of accomplishing the study (Ravitch & Riggan, 2017).

A full description of the keywords of the investigation, the variables (i.e., dependent, separate,
interference/control variables), and the constructions — who and how can be studied? (Miles et al., 2014).
The conceptual framework specifies how the study variables are interconnected and how they are
connected to research design/methodologies (Robson & McCartan, 2016). The conceptual framework
explicitly outlines, discusses, and explains the reasons for the approaches used (Maxwell, 2013).

It is a global idea conceptualization of the research work. It is a much wider concept than the theoretical
framework. It looks at the bigger picture. In essence, it encompasses the following:

I. What the researcher hope to accomplish by conducting the study?

ii. Why does the researcher want to accomplish it? i.e. the significance, importance, or
justification for the study.

iii. How does the researcher desire to accomplish it? i.e. methodologies, data gathering, and

analyses.

iv. How will the researcher interpret the results of the data analysis?

V. How will the researcher classify his/ her research work? Will it be a positivist, pragmatic or
critical paradigm?

Vi. How will the researcher publish his/her paper? E.g. journal article, conference proceedings,

seminar paper, report, book section, or book chapter?

In summary, a conceptual framework is the totality of the idea conception, the organisation of the study,
linking them together from the introduction to conclusions/ recommendations and how the researcher
desires to accomplish the work. It encompasses the thinking of the researcher regarding the title of the
study to be conducted, problem or gap identified and desired to be examined or filled, posers to be raised,
sufficient interactions with the literature, relevant existing theories, adoption of appropriate
methodologies, data gathering, analyses, discussion of results/ interpretation, conclusions and
recommendations, contributions to the existing body of knowledge and suggestions for further studies in
the field (Ravitch and Riggan, 2017).
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3. METHODOLOGY

The study is enriely a library desk research without any fieldwork component. Data were obtained from
secondary sources-documentary survey type. It used content analysis on the previous studies and
documents.

4. DEVELOPING THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

It is clear from the meaning of theories that they are generic or abstract statements made or formulated by
authorities in a given field. They are targeted at a particular topic and as a result, they are not title-
specific. Consequently, to write a good TF, there is a need for sufficient interactions with the literature.

The researcher’s elaborate, thorough review of the literature will enable researcher to come up with a
distinct problem to be solved and questions that will need to be asked to resolve the identified problem.
Sufficient consultation of the extant literature will bring out relevant theoretical formulations by the
scholars who could be regarded as authorities in the field (Scott and Usher, 2004).

The researcher, having a critical and creative mindset, will need to synthesise the identified relevant
theories during the literature review, based on their underlying assumptions, assertions, predictions,
concepts and models, with the intent of coming up with topic-specific theory/ theories that will be used to
answer the research questions, solve the identified problem or fill the ascertained gap, gather and analyse
data, etcetera. Therefore, for a researcher to develop a good theoretical framework, he/ she needs to
provide answers to the following questions:

I. What theory could be used to utilise the data obtained to provide answers to the research
questions?

ii. What theory could be explored to bring about a better understanding of my research topic,
research questions, research problem, data gathering and analysis?

iii. What is the position of the scholars, who could be regarded as authorities in the field, on the
problem the study is set to probe?

iv. What is the take of these authorities about the research questions the study is set to answer?

V. What is the stance of these scholars on the variables (i.e. dependent, independent, intervening/
control, moderating, mediating variables) of the study?

Vi. What are the underlying assumptions, assertions, concepts, predictions and models in the

identified theories from the review of the literature and how can the researcher make them
relevant to the current study in terms of the research question, identified problem or gap and
data gathering and analysis?

Vii. What modification(s) could be done to the existing theories to come up with the researcher’s
theoretical formulation that will be topic-specific to the current study data?

viii. ~ Has the researcher given concise context meanings to the keywords and concepts within the
theoretical framework?

iX. Has the theoretical framework the researcher is developing been able to address the research
questions and hypothesis (i.e. where hypotheses are applicable)?

X. Does the theoretical framework being developed addressed the identified problem?
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Xi. Has the researcher incorporated all the analytic models and relevant theories to study in the
theoretical framework?

xii.  Will the theoretical framework that has been developed enables the researcher to analyse the
data gathered and interpret the research findings?

xiii.  Is the theoretical framework properly organised and in line with standard academic

requirements?
xiv.  Does the theoretical framework incorporate all the key study variables?

XV. Is the theoretical framework capable of aiding the researcher to expatiate on the contextual
meaning of the study data?

xvi.  Is the researcher able to access and use the latest and most current data in the study area?

xvii. Is the theoretical frame able to identify the appropriate date to use in the analysis, which one

to remove and the reason for the removal?

In summary, as a researcher, you are expected to describe the theory that served as the foundation for the
study, identify its proponents, list the key points that were emphasized in the theory, cite ideas from other
experts to support the exposition of the theory, use a model to illustrate the TF, and restate the theoretical
proposition in the study. Crawford (2020), considered the TF as a portion of the CF that examined the
linkages in the study in the context of creating additional theories or testing existing theories. Ravitch and
Riggan (2017) posited that a good theoretical framework should contain the following qualities:

I. State the categories of theories identified and how they are connected;

ii. Recognise the theories that are relevant to the study and the author/ or the theorist;

iii. Specify the theories on which the study is anchored:;

iv. Using the pertinent ideas, describe how the investigation will add to the corpus of existing
knowledge.

Example of a Theoretical Framework

Theoretical Framework

Example

Process

Identify Theory
Category
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Se c%ﬂrﬁliﬁ)&gQﬁgpﬁc}'per

Identify Specific

(Ethics)

Theories/ Relativism/  Deontological
Theoreticians Theories
Kolberg, Gaffikin &
Lindawati

Select Theories
Relevant to the Study

Virtual Theory
Macin Tyre

Relationship of the
Theory to the Study.
Model specification and

Accountants desire not to
compromise their integrity
when it comes to reporting
financial transactions to the
Stakeholders

a priori expectations of
each
parameters/coefficient.

Adapted from Crawford, 2020.

The TF provides a basis of what should be expected in the research data and they are linked with each
other (Neuman, 1997). The TF enables the researcher to interpret the results and findings in line with
existing and relevant theories within the study area. It enables the researcher to link the abstract to the
key observations of the study data. It equally enables the researcher to raise posers such as: what do the
authorities in the field theorise about the research topic and which ones are relevant to the current study.

The TF assists the support and elucidates the line of thought or discussion. It aids the researcher to
substantiate the research findings, draw the conclusion and make recommendations. Concisely, the
theoretical framework shows that the researcher has a thorough rather than faint understanding of the
study area and the contents of the study data analysis (Kivunja, 2015).

Adopting Guba’s 1981 qualities of good research work, theoretical enables the accomplishment of the
following qualities of good research work:

I. It enhances the reliability of the narrative data or the internal acceptability of the figurative
data.

ii. It could increase the wider usage of the results of the narrative data analysis or external
acceptability and general usage of the figurative data analysis.

iii. It improves the verification of the results of narrative data analysis or the unbiasedness of the
results of the figurative data analysis.

iv. It equally aids the sustainability of the results of narrative data analysis or reliance on
figurative data analysis.
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The TF helps the researcher to expressly state the underlying assumptions on which the research work is
based and the variables that would be subjected to analysis. Consequently, the theoretical framework
provides the researcher with a level playground for conveying his/ her research focus/ thought from the
abstract to background to the study to the literature review, to data gathering and analysis, to the
interpretation and discussion of findings, to ascertaining whether on not the study objective have been
achieved and identified problem, originally solved, to the summary, to drawing conclusions and making
recommendations, to contributions to the body of existing knowledge, to suggesting further studies in the
area and each of these aspects are linked with one another.

5. DEVELOPING CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

The CF is usually constructed by the researcher and is derived from the researcher global conception of
the study idea (Polit and Tatano, 2004). Ravich and Carl, (2016) asserted that conceptual framework is
the creation of the researcher based on his/ her overall idea conception regarding the entire research
process. It is usually presented using a diagram, flow chart or map, using arrows to link the variables
together.

Fisher (2007) posited that the researcher could decide to adopt an existing conceptual framework for
his/her work, but must carry out appropriate modifications to ensure that it eventually agrees with the
context meanings of the research problem, questions and objectives. Fisher (2007) equally observed that
a good conceptual framework must be committed to discussing the variables contained therein and the
relationships among them, such as independents, dependent, intervening, mediating, moderating and
control variables.. Latham (2017) postulate that the methodologies must be in tandem with the conceptual
framework and the study variables contained therein, including how they are linked together.

First, the researcher needs to have a set of concepts to work with; which always come from existing
theory, researher’s experience, and literature review-previous studies. The main thing to keep in mind is
that at this point you are trying to represent the theory you already have about the phenomena you are
studying, not primarily to invent a new theory

The presentation of a conceptual framework could be done in 2 basic ways, viz: i. narrative, ii. graphic.
The narrative entails presentation in pros, while the graphic concerns presenting the framework using a
diagram. Some authors adopt diagrammatic, pictorial, flow chart, or map presentations (Marshall and
Rossman, 2016; Maxwell, 2013; Merriam and Tisdell, 2016; Miles et al., 2014; Robson and McCartan,
2016).

To develop an insightful conceptual framework, the researcher must be guided by the following steps:

i. Conduct an extensive literature review after selecting topic for research, the research that was
done on the issue of interest must be understood.

ii. Look for and explore the relationship among the different variables discussed in the literature.

iii. Ensure that the thesis helps and fills a gap in existing information.

iv. Creates the conceptual framework which can be in a narrative format or a fluctuating diagram, a
mind map etc.
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Narrative Presentation

Ravtch and Riggan (2017) were against graphical presentation. They provided succinct examples of
conceptual framework presented in a narrative form and showed how the research design, data gathering,
data analysis, discussion of results, interpretation and presentation of findings were linked together. It is a
text-based presentation of the conceptual framework.

Graphic Presentation

Miles et al. (2014) and Robson and McCartan (2016) postulated the format for making a graphic
presentation of the conceptual framework using six specific criteria: The graphic should be stated on a

page,

I. The study variables should be inputted and linked together using arrows while considering the
thought of prior researchers and other professionals in the study area.

ii. Ensure that the variables within the graphic presentation align with the study contents.

iii. Provide several linkages and flows for the framework flow chart.

iv. Provide as many breakdowns as possible in the presentation based on what the researcher has
garnered from experience.
V. Where in doubt, incorporate rather than remove an item.

According to Grant and Osanloo (2014), the conceptual framework gives the researcher the chance to
recognize and shape how they perceive the research topic under consideration. It is the most conducive
way of presenting the proposed solution to the problem identified (Liehr and Smith, 1999; Akintoye,
2015). It brings out the motivation for the study, the underlying assumptions, concurrence or otherwise
with previous researchers in the field on the conceptual ground (Evans, 2007).

Akintoye (2015) observed that conceptual framework is often used in instances where there is a paucity
of existing theories that are relevant to the current study or are inadequate to provide a solid foundation
for the study. The CF provides clarification on the driving force for the topic of interest, the
appropriateness and comprehensiveness of the research design and the methodologies proposed to be
adopted (Ravitch and Riggan, 2017).

The CF gives a detailed description of the study keywords, the variables (i.e. dependent, independent,
intervening/ control variables), the constructs — i.e. who and what to be studied (Miles et al., 2014). The
conceptual framework specifically indicates the interconnectivity among the study variables and how
they are linked to the research design/ methodologies (Robson and McCartan, 2016).

The conceptual framework expressly states, discuss and elaborate on the rationale behind the chosen
methodologies (Maxwell, 2013). The study's purpose as well as how it will add to the body of already-
existing knowledge in the subject are both made clear by the conceptual framework (Marshal &
Rossman, 2016).

Conceptual framework equally serves the purpose of identifying the research problem to be solved or gap
to be filled, the appropriate research questions to be asked, the right design and methodologies, data
gathering and analysis, discussion, interpretation and presentation of research findings (Merriam and
Tisdell, 2016). The conceptual framework could likewise be used as a means of shedding light on the
study variables and their linkages (Anfara & Mertz, 2015).
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Social Media
Perceived
Facebook Usefulness
H1
Twitter H2 l R Learn_lng
English
H3
Snap Chat
Socio-cultural

H4 H5 Heé

H7 H8 H9

Conceptual Framework
Underpinned by Constructivism theory and Acceptance Theory. Study

hypothesis are:

Ho1: Facebook has a negative relationship with Learning English
Language Ho2: Instagram has a negative relationship with Learning
English Language Hos: Snap Chat has a negative relationship with
Learning English Language

Hos: Perceived Usefulness does not mediate the relationship between Facebook and
Learning English Language

Hos: Perceived Usefulness does not mediate the relationship between Instagram and
Learning English Language

Hos: Perceived Usefulness does not mediate the relationship between Snap Chat and
Learning English Language

Ho7: Culture does not mediate the relationship between Facebook and Learning English Language

Hos: Culture does not mediate the relationship between Instagram and Learning English Language

Hoo: Culture does not mediate the relationship between SnapChat and Learning
the English Language
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6. SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THEORETICAL AND
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Both are similar in these ways:

e They both emphasize that past research findings and hypotheses show the dependability
of the study.

o Conceptual and theoretical frameworks together assist researchers to understand clearly
in a study the key factors and ideas

e They both explain the future route of research, justifying the reliability of the findings.

e They are used both to explain and guide study development, collecting and analysis.

e They present a broad methodological approach to design, population target and study
samples, data collecting and analysis.

o They lead the researcher in collecting, interpreting and explaining the study data

e Both illustrate the connection and the relationships to study and guide future research
between concepts and theories, specifically where literature reviews and field data are
incorporated in the conceptual framework.

The theoretical framework (TF) is just a section of the conceptual framework (CF). In other
words, the latter is much wider than the former. For instance, in an aeroplane, there is the first
class, the business class and the economy class. The theoretical framework will be just a class
within the three classes in an aeroplane, whereas the conceptual framework is the whole plane.
Another example is an edifice, whereas the CF could be as the whole edifice, the TF will just be
an apartment within the edifice.

While the theoretical framework is concerned with tapping theories from the existing literature
that are relevant to research work being embarked upon, the CF is the researcher’s idea
conception, thinking and perception of a problem that is desired to be probed, how he/she hope
to go about the work and the interconnectivity among the dependent, independent and
intervening/ control variables.

It should be noted that a solid theoretical framework for research research work can't be over
stressed by choosing a good subject that can be investigated, that is, with advanced theoretical
literature as it helps to theorize and to arrive at a practical logical conclusion on the subject.

Table 1: Differences between Theoretical and Conceptual Frameworks

Theoretical Framework Conceptual Framework

It is a much smaller set of ideas within a | It is a much wider concept than the theoretical
given field where a study is being conducted. | framework in the sense that it constitutes the
It is a portion of the conceptual framework. global idea conceptualisation of the work
from the beginning to completion.

It stemmed from borrowed existing theory/ | It originated from the author’s idea
theories formulated by authorities in the field | conception of what he/ she wants to do, what
and obtained from interactions with the | informed his/ her decision to do it, how to do
literature. These theories must be tested and | it, how to obtain the necessary data to do it,
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validated by previous researchers in the study
area.

how to analyse the data, how to discuss and
interpret the data, how to draw conclusions
and make recommendations, how to extract
contributions to the body of existing
knowledge in the field, how to suggest further
studies, and how each of these are
interconnected.

It is in the form of established norms in the
study area which serves as a mirror for work
being undertaken.

It is the researcher’s idea of how to resolve an
identified problem or fill a gap in the study
area. The concept is equally used to express
the relationships among the variables of the
study (i.e. dependent, independent and
intervening/ or control variables.

Theory/ theories would have been tested,
validated and accepted as working tools for an
investigation, enquiry or study in a given
field.

The researcher’s ideas or concepts may not
have been tested, validated or accepted. It is
the author’s idea of how to go about resolving
a specifically identified problem or filling a
gap identified in a particular study area.

It contains the theories that are relevant to the
study being undertaken and the specific
theory/ theories on which the study is
anchored.

It is composed of the study variables (i.e.
dependent, independent, intervening/ control
variables) and how they are linked to one
another.

This is used to test borrowed and existing
theories with the aim of forecasting and
monitoring conditions in the context of the
current study.

This is the researcher’s idea of aiding the
formulation of more theories that will be of
immense benefit to future researchers in the
study area.

Source: Modified from Adom, Hussein & Agyem, 2018

8. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Conceptual clarification demands that any scientific research should entail an organised and
systematic arrangement of certain key concepts. It requires knowledge or identification of a
specific problem or gap, existing work in the study area, hypothesis, methods and theories about
the objects of the study. The necessity for conceptual clarification stems from the fact that some
specific concepts need to be articulated in an organised manner in research work. In a nutshell,
every scientific research work must commence with the identification of the problem to be
solved or the gap to be filled. This is then followed by a statement of the research hypotheses
(i.e. how the researcher proposes to solve the problem), methodologies to be adopted which
could be deductive, inductive or mixed (i.e. combination of both).

It could be discerned from this study that the theoretical framework derives its base from the
testing of existing theories in the study area, whereas the CF is much wider, and considers the
bigger picture. It has a global view of the entire idea conceptualization of all that the study is all
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about from the beginning to completion. Whilst the theoretical framework is drawn from theories
formulated by authorities in the field, the conceptual framework concerns the author's ideas,
thinking, and focus. It must be noted that both aim at the same goal or objective. They serve the
same purpose in academic writing.

Both frameworks aim overall to improve the relevance and acceptance of research findings for
theoretical research structures and to ensure generalization. They encourage research while
providing guidance on research activities to ensure the expansion of knowledge. It also improves
empiricism and research rigor.

Theoretical and conceptual frameworks are always useful for all research activity carried out,
which helps readers to comprehend the fundamental principles or foundations behind the study
effort and the elements behind the claims, proposals and conclusions of the scientist. Therefore,
lack of research work both distorts the thesis and may not contribute enormously to the progress.

Therefore, researchers are advised to take advantage of TF and CF in their research activities
because they will both clearly allow them to get a good idea of their work, benefit future readers
and users and increase the work's stability. The study, therefore, recommends

1. It is a requirement that every good project, dissertation and thesis must discuss the
theoretical framework or conceptual framework, upon which the study is anchor on.

2. If there are existing theories supporting your study, use theoretical framework.

3. If your work involve model specification, then anchor your study on theoretical
framework. The theory will provide a priori expectation that exist among the variables.

4. If the variables or concepts cut across many theories, conceptual framework can be
constructed to link the variables.

5. Framwork is neccessary if your study involve inferential questions, which require
hypothesis testing. Any of the two can be used.

6. According to some researchers, the researcher's theory of choice must be articulated
explicitly at the outset of the dissertation's writing (Grant & Osanloo, 2014). It is
advisable that TF or CF is place after gap in literature under literature review chapter or
at the beginning of Chapter three under methodology. It is the touchlight to modelling,
measurement of variables and specification of a priori expectations under methodology.

2114

Eur. Chem. Bull. 2023,12(12), 2103-2117



THEORETICAL AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS IN RESEARCH: CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATION
Section A-Research paper

References

Adom, D., Hussein, E. K., & Agyem, J. A. (2018). Theoretical and conceptual framework:
mandatory ingredient of quality research. International Journal of Scientific Research,
7(1), 93-98. DOI: 10.36106/1JSR.

Akintoye, A. (2015). Developing Theoretical and Conceptual = Frameworks.
Jedm.oauife.edu.ng>upload>2021/07/29. Retrieved June 26, 2023

Anfara V.A & Mertz N.T (2015). Theoretical Frameworks in Qualitative Research. 2™ Edition,
SAGE Publications India Pvt. Ltd

Arzoo Osanloo. 2014. “From Status to Rights: The Shifting Dimensions of Women’s Affairs and
Family Law in Iran.” In Feminist Activism, Women's Rights and Legal Reform, Mulki Al-
Sharmani, ed. London:

Booth, W. C., Colomb, G. G., Williams, J. M., Bizup, J., & Fitzgerald, W. T. (2016). The craft of
research (4th ed.). Chicago, Illinois: University of Chicago Press.

Caliendo, S., & Kyle, W. (1996). Establishing the theoretical frame. Journal of Research in
Science

Teaching, 33(3), 225-227

Crawford, L. M. (2020). Conceptual and theoretical framework in research. Foundation in
Research Design, Sage Publication Inc., 1, 35-48.

Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2018). Qualitative inquiry and research design: choosing among
five approaches (4 ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE.

Dickson, A., Emad, K. H., & Joe, A. A. (2018). Theoretical and Conceptual Framework:
Mandatory Ingredients of a Quality Research. International Journal of Scientific
Research, 7(1), 6-9.

Eisenhart, M. (1991). A conceptual framework for research circa ideas from a cultural
anthropologist: implications for mathematics education researchers. Virginia, Blacksburg
Press.

Evans, M. (2007). Recent research in (2000-2006) into applied linguistics and language teaching
with specific reference to learn french. Language Teaching, 40, 211-230.

Fisher Jr., W. P. (2007). Rating Scale Instrument Quality Criteria. Rasch Measurement
Transaction, 21, 1095. http://www.rasch.org/rmt/rmt211a.htm

Grant, C., & Osanloo, A. (2014). Understanding, Selecting and Integrating a theoretical
framework in dissertation research: creating the blueprint for your "house".
Administrative  Issues Journal:  Connecting to Education, 4(2), 12-26.
doi:10.5929/2014.4.2.9

2115

Eur. Chem. Bull. 2023,12(12), 2103-2117



THEORETICAL AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS IN RESEARCH: CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATION
Section A-Research paper

Guba, E. J. (1981). Criteria for assessing the trustworthiness of naturalistic inquiries.
Educational Communication and Technology Journal, 29, 75-91.

Hague, S. M. (2015). Stakeholder Pressures on Climate Change-related accountability and
disclosures: Australian Evidence. Business and Politics, 17(2), 355-390. Retrieved from
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/business-and-politics/article/div-
classtitlestakeholder-pressures-on-corporate-climate-change-related-accountability-and-
disclosures-australian-evidencediv/74215C6182B535801C3512A5824BBADD

Hood, D. (2018, October 1). The Accounting profession biggest challenges. (D. Hood, Ed.) The
Accounting Today, pp. 1-10. Retrieved from https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/the-
accounting-professions-biggest-challenges

Kerlinger, F. (1986) Foundations of behavioural research. Chicago, IL: Holt, Rinehart &
Winston.

Kivunja, C. (2015). Teaching, learning and assessment: steps towards creative practice.
Melbourne, Vic: Oxford University Press.

Kivunja, C. (2018). Distinguishing theory, theoretical framework, and conceptual framework: a
systematic review of lessons from the field. International Journal of Higher Education,
7(6), 44-53.

Latham, J. (2017). Conceptual Framework. http://johnlatham.me/frameworks/research-
methods-framework/conceptual-framework/ (accessed 2023 july 12)

LeCompte, M., & Preissle, J. (1993). Ethnography and qualitative design in educational research
(2" ed.). San Diego: Academic Press

Liehr, P., & Smith, M. J. (1999). Middle range theory spinning research and practice to create
knowledge for the new millennium. Advances in Nursing Science, 21(4), 81-91.

Makridakis, S. (2017). The forthcoming artificial intelligence (Al) revolution: its impact on
society and firms. Future, 90, 47-60. doi:http://doi.org/10.1016/j-future.2017.03.006

Marshall, C., & Rossman, G. B. (2016). Designing qualitative research (6th ed.). Thousand
Oaks, CA: SAGE.

Maxwell, J. A. (2012) Qualitative Research Design: An Interactive Approach. Sage Publications,
Inc., Thousand Oaks, CA.Theoretical Frameworks in Qualitative Research.Second
Edition SAGE Publications, Inc.

Maxwell, J. (2013). Qualitative research design: an interactive approach (3rd ed.). Thousand
Oaks, CA: SAGE.

Merriam, S. B., & Tisdell, E. J. (2016). Qualitative research: a guide to design and
implementation (4th ed.). San Francisco: CA: Jossey-Bass.

2116

Eur. Chem. Bull. 2023,12(12), 2103-2117



THEORETICAL AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS IN RESEARCH: CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATION
Section A-Research paper

Middleton, W. (2018). Violent leadership: be a force for change: disrupt, innovate, energise.
New York: Zamiz Press. Retrieved from https://www.amazon.com/violent-leadership-
disrupt-innovate-energize

Miles, M. B., Huberman, A. M., & Saldana, J. (2014). Quality data analysis: a method
sourcebook (3rd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE.

Neuman, W. L. (1997). Social research methods: qualitative and quantitative approaches.
London: Allyn & Bacon.

Polit, D. F. & Beck, C.T. (2004) Nursing Research: Principles and Methods. 7th Edition,
Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, Philadelphia.

Radhakrishna, R., Yoder, E. & Ewing, J. (2007). Strategies for linking theoretical framework and

research types. Proceedings of the 2007 America Association Agricultural Education
Research Conference, 34, 692-694. The Pennsylvania State University

Ravitch, S., & Carl, N. M. (2016). Qualitative Research: Bridging the Conceptual, Theoretical,
and Methodological. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Ravitch, S. M., & Riggan, M. (2017). Reason and rigour: how conceptual framework guide
research (2nd ed.) . Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE.

Robinson, C., & McCartan, K. (2016). Real-world research (3rd ed.). United Kingdom: Chi
Chester, UK: Wiley.

Scott. D. & Usher, R. (2004). Researching education: Data, methods, and theory in educational
enquiry. New York: Continuum

2117

Eur. Chem. Bull. 2023,12(12), 2103-2117



