Transnationalization of the Peasants Movement: Study of La Via Campesina's Struggle for the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas (Undrop) Section: Research Paper

Transnationalization of the Peasants Movement:
Study of La Via Campesina's Struggle for the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas

(Undrop)
Virtuous Setyaka®, Arry Bainus', Widya Setiabudi Sumadinata®
! Department of International Relations, Universitas Padjadjaran, Indonesia
*Corresponding Author
Virtuous Setyaka, Department of International Relations, Universitas Padjadjaran, Indonesia
Email: virtuous17001@mail.unpad.ac.id

Abstract

Global neoliberal hegemony carried out by trade (WTO), finance (IMF) and development
(WB) agencies through free trade, financial liberalization, and international development as
part of structural adjustment programs in fact makes the condition of farmers and rural
communities experience human rights violations and are in the worst situation. La Via
Campesina is a transnational peasant movement organized in which there are 182 farmer
organizations from 81 countries in the world with more than 200,000,000 members. La Via
Campesina succeeded in pushing the United Nations namely the Human Rights Council and
the General Assembly to adopt the UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other
Persons Working in Rural Areas (UNDROP) on 18 December 2018 after struggling for 17
years against the hegemony of neoliberalism in the world. The struggle of La Via Campesina
is analyzed as a political process with a Coxian perspective in International Relations and it
can be described that La Via Campesina succeeded in transnationalizing social movements
and institutionalizing peasant human rights as part of a form of counter-hegemony or an
instrument against neoliberalism after being able to manage the potential of material
capabilities, ideas and institutions within the scope of socially strong production activities in
the complexity of relations between society and the state that affect the world order.
Although the struggle is not over yet because UNDRORP is just a set of non-binding norms for
Member States of the United Nations, so to implement it requires greater political pressure in
the next political process by building an alternative global historical bloc led by La Via
Campesina. This global historical bloc is needed to continue the war of positions at the
national level, namely in the member countries of La Via Campesina and at the international
level in their interactions with various countries, international organizations and transnational
corporations through broad alliances and well-institutionalized movement organizing.
Keywords: La Via Campesina, counter-hegemony of neoliberalism, transnationalization of
social movements, institutionalization of social movements, United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Peasants and Others People Working in Rural Areas (UNDROP)
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Introduction
In The phenomenon of La Via Campesina fighting for the 2017 Peasants' Declaration of
Peasant Rights at the United Nations, and that the manuscript came from Indonesia which
was submitted by the Indonesian Farmers' Union as a member of La Via Campesina, is
interesting to analyze about La Via Campesina's struggle for the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas (UNDROP).

The world order or structure and international system of hegemonic global neoliberalism
have made farmers and rural communities the victims. The powerlessness due to global
oppression felt by farmers has finally raised resistance through the movement of farmers and
rural communities. La Via Campesina as one of the transnational peasant movements, said
social injustice due to capitalism and free trade, agribusiness and transnational corporations,
and patriarchy must be resisted. They fight for, among other things, food sovereignty;
agroecology and farmer seeds; land, water and territory; climate and environmental justice;
farmers' rights; dignity for migrants and wage workers; and international solidarity. Their
struggle was phenomenal when they demanded a declaration of peasant rights through
transnationalization and institutionalization to become UNDROP. How is the political
process carried out by the transnational peasant movement La Via Campesina in demanding
the United Nations to declare the rights of farmers and other people working in the
countryside?

This article aims to describe the political processes carried out by the transnational peasant
movement La Via Campesina in demanding the United Nations to declare the rights of
peasants and other people working in rural areas with a Coxian perspective in International
Relations Studies. The political processes referred to in the article are (1) transnationalization,
to describe local, national and international political processes; and (2) institutionalization, to
describe the political process from issues within social movements as civil society
organizations to demands as part of the policies of state political institutions at the national
level and intergovernmental organizations at the international level.

Almeida, P. & Chase-Dunn, C. (2018) focuses on the role of globalization processes in
shaping collective action and social movements. Three areas of change and global movement:
first, long-term global trends and collective action; second, national and local challenges to
economic globalization, including reaction movements and the types of economic
liberalization measures most associated with encouraging opposition movements; and third,
the emergence of contemporary transnational social movements; by discussing diffusion,
intervention mechanisms, and the results of collective mobilization in response to global
pressures. They argue that social movements and collective behavior are important drivers of
social change on a global scale due to global processes and contribute to the evolution of
global institutions and global culture. Responding to the globalization process is influenced
by the infrastructure of resources, the political context, and the ability to translate patterns of
world society into traditional institutions. Djuyandi, Solihah, & Witianti (2020) have take a
point regarding the effect of glibalization which give effect to national economic policy, such
as to do privatization to state owned enterprises. Transnational movements are likely to
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continue to grow in strength as the century progresses, given the increasingly dense
interconnections of organizations and communications, playing an increasingly vital role by
using the tools of the digital age to attract the attention and pressure of national and
international policy makers in planetary mobilization campaigns. This development offers
fertile ground for movement researchers to develop and use new data collection techniques
from the large amount of new social media data generated by activists.

In the study of institutionalization, there is the problem of elite capture which continues to be
a challenge for sustainable and just governance around the world. Understanding of elite
capture is limited by a conceptual approach that pays little attention to power in its various
dimensions. Based on critical institutionalism and political ecology, Garcia-Lépez (2019)
analyzes hidden power in political-economic structures or 'fields of power' embedded in local
institutions and conflict relations and negotiations, helping to (re)generate elite strength and
persistence. He pays particular attention to the important but understudied role of elite actors
in society in a comparative case study over time of elite capture processes in four regional
intercommunity associations in the state of Durango, Mexico. His contention is that
multilayered power inequalities and democratic deficits are constantly reproduced by techno-
bureaucracy and authoritarian corporatist logic which he posits that they are not certain, but
must be continually transformed by social struggles and grassroots institutional innovation.

Soper (2020) illustrates that in response to neoliberal food and agriculture policies, the
peasant movement struggled to increase state support for the small farming sector. La Via
Campesina proposes agroecology and local trade as environmental solutions to the climate
crisis by advocating the ‘farmer's way'. But farmers do not inherently support sustainable
local food. His ethnographic field research with indigenous farming communities in the rural
highlands of Ecuador proves that the existing farmers practice chemical-intensive, single-
crop, and export-oriented production. Even in using the farmer as an ideal type rather than an
ethnohistorical class, post-developmental studies attach great importance to peasant
agriculture.

In Shivji (2019) it is mentioned that the 'new democracy national project’, is based on three
pillars: people's livelihood, people's participation and people's power which is (a) anti-
imperialist and (b) based on blocs of popular or mass classes formed by the 'land-based
producer class and the urban poor together with the lower middle class' (Shivji, 2000 in
Shivji, 2019). Popular participation to interrogate the boundaries of parliamentary and party
politics and rethink state institutions. The idea is to reverse the ideas of liberal ideology and
put in place a new political mode. 'Politics is not just power politics (state), but mass power
politics' (Shivji, 2000 in Shivji, 2019). The power of the people to criticize constructs of
liberal, state-based ideas such as the separation of politics and the economy, the separation
between the state and civil society, and the separation of powers among the three branches of
the state. State restructuring is rooted in villages and neighborhoods, suggesting a shift from
the concept of state sovereignty to popular sovereignty (Shivji, 2019).
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In analyzing agroecology and restoration initiatives originating from governmental and non-
governmental organizations with direct government support, and from farmer protagonism,
Luna, Ferguson, Giraldo, Schmook, & Maya (2019) write that the long-term impact of
agroecological initiatives in Mexico will depend on how these initiatives blend with farmers'
territoriality; the relationship between land and humans in the socio-economic, political-
institutional and symbolic-cultural dimensions. It is important to reflect on their statement in
the context of the social movement initiatives of peasants and rural communities in fighting
as counter-hegemony against neoliberalism. Territoriality considerations, the relationship
between farmers and rural communities with their sources and means of production in the
socio-economic, political-institutional and symbolic-cultural dimensions of the movement.

Meanwhile, Monjane (2023) with a case study of the struggle towards a progressive rural
future in Mozambique, when deagrarianization took place, stated that the National Farmers'
Union (UNAC) played a key role in mobilizing the rural poor—small commodity producers,
farm labourers, fishermen, small agrarian capitalists, and agrarian civil society in general—
using left-wing populism to oppose agrarian neoliberalism, which took an authoritarian form.

In addition to the possible strategic choices that can be chosen and practiced by the social
movement of farmers and transnational rural communities mentioned above to continue the
struggle in the political process for global social transformation, there are other possibilities
that must also be watched out for so that they are not counter-productive in carrying out
counter-hegemony against the neoliberal world order. For example, Kerssen (2017) in an
article suggested that the food sovereignty movement should place more emphasis on
examining the specific cultural and historical challenges faced by re-peasantization in certain
places.

Then Martiniello & Nyamsenda (2018) explores the emergence and growing significance of
the National Network of Small Scale Farmers Groups in Tanzania (Mtandao wa Vikundi vya
Wakulima Tanzania, MVIWATA), a national farmer organization founded in Tanzania in
1993; seeks to understand political agency in the neoliberal restructuring phase and state
authoritarianism. Analyzing the features, dynamics, internal (class) social discourses and
practices, as well as their relationship with non-governmental organizations and the state in
the study of changing agrarian political economy, that MVIWATA is traversed by several
contradictions and tensions that divide the organization into two competing streams, one
‘politically oriented' and the other more ‘project focused'.

Global Neoliberal Hegemony and the Condition of the World Peasants

Global neoliberal hegemony carried out by trade (World Trade Organization), finance
(International Monetary Fund) and development (World Bank) institutions through free trade,
financial liberalization, and international development as part of a structural adjustment
program conditioned farmers and rural communities to experience human rights violations
and to be in the worst situation.
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Harvey (2007 in Copeland, 2019a) defines neoliberalism as a theory that proposes that
maximizing individual freedom and property rights within a market framework is an ideal
route to economic and social prosperity. The neoliberal economic framework of free trade,
financial liberalization, and international development is characterized by accelerated
accumulation by dispossession. The global spread of free markets (neoliberalization) and
shifts (structures) in the global political economy exacerbated the tension between capitalist
expansion, environmental sustainability, and indigenous-peasant livelihoods. Neoliberalism
and neoliberalization are detrimental to rural farmers and their indigenous territories and their
livelihoods. For farmers, neoliberalism means reduction of state subsidies, credit, closure of
extension services, competition for new subsidized products from elsewhere,
depeasantization, and others (Copeland, 2019a).

Land grabbing by corporations in the neoliberal food regime has become a popular concept of
agrarian studies, even the integral role of the state and the relation of racial political power
which continues to increase. In Guatemala, power relations with racism led to land grabbing
that coincided with the rise of the palm oil industry. The effect largely benefits international
markets and a wealthy ruling class of creole and ladino descent. The booming industry results
in human rights violations and a lack of access to or control over resources, such as food and
water. Based on fieldwork, Pietilainen & Otero (2019) shows that dispossessed people,
especially indigenous people, experience increased poverty, food shortages, and an influx of
foreign foodstuffs because low-paid jobs in the palm oil sector are available to only a select
few.

In order to understand the structural and historical relations in capitalist hegemony (in its
current form as neoliberalism), according to Shivji (2019), it is necessary to understand the
"trajectory of accumulation” in global capitalism by understanding the "agrarian problem™
and "national problem" by explaining "production relations" which become "exploitation
relations™ for 'accumulation through expansion' and ‘accumulation through encroachment' by
the 'private bourgeoisie' and 'bureaucratic bourgeoisie’. So that in politics, it is necessary to
have ‘'nationalist’ and anti-imperialist classes and in development economics the
characterization of 'nationalist' is used to differentiate from compradorial classes which are
carriers and facilitators of primitive accumulation and thus become the conveyor belt of
imperialist capital which ultimately makes a farmer exploit himself to subsidize capital. As a
result, the working people, especially the peasantry, are over-exploited, and live life as sub-
humans (Shivji, 1987, 2018).

The environmental destruction and devastation of peasant life brought about by neoliberalism
energizes new political dynamics and a repertoire of struggles with the potential to challenge
neoliberalist policies by building organizations and various coalitions against neoliberalism,
decolonizing, and opposing hegemony. Land reform was a key demand of peasant
organizations in the 20th century and beyond; focuses on land redistribution, state-assisted
development, subsidized credit, new agricultural technologies, training, and market access
(Copeland, 2019a).
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In the article Doronde & Serban (2019) explored the responses of villagers from northwestern
Bulgaria to the neoliberal policies promoted by the post-socialist state in rural areas. There
are two strategies mobilized to defend their interests, the first is the strategy of daily peasant
resistance by silent, closed and not open defiance of neoliberal policies on food acquisition
and production. Second, open protests were organized against polluting corporations that
were newly established and feared to threaten their livelihoods. In both cases villagers used
transnational networks that were formed historically based on friendship and kinship.

In summary, it can be explained that the political process that occurs in global dynamics from
neoliberalism hegemony to the rise of peasants and rural communities to fight as counter-
hegemony against neoliberalism is mainly due to the occurrence of global crises in various
sectors of people's lives, both in urban and rural areas in various parts of the world. Then,
when the global crisis decreases the quality of life of the people in a wider and larger way, it
is possible for people to find alternative ideas and organize themselves to find solutions.
When they realize that any effort to solve the common problem must be more serious in the
medium-term and even long-term struggle, they will build a network and institutionalize their
struggle to dismantle the root of the problem. So when they understand that the source of the
problem is rooted in neoliberalism, then they will direct the struggle against or carry out
counter-hegemony against this neoliberalism.

The Transnational Peasant Movement: La Via Campesina

La Via Campesina is a movement that claims to be a voice for farmers at the international
level, consisting of 182 farmer organizations in 81 countries with members of more than
200,000,000 farmers. It also specifically organizes women and youth. La Via Campesina
members are in various regions of the world, namely in Central America, the Caribbean,
South America, North America, South and East Africa, West and Central Africa, South Asia,
Southeast and East Asia, Europe, and other emerging regions. La Via Campesina has hosted
international conferences in Mons (1993), Tlaxcala (1996), Bangalore (2000), Sao Paolo
(2004), Maputo (2008), Jakarta (2013), and Derio (2017) (viacampesina.org).

The highest decision-making room in the movement is the International Conference which
takes place every four years. Since 1993, La Via Campesina has hosted seven such
International Conferences. The decisions resulting from this International Conference, which
are based on the realities of life in rural communities around the world, are then implemented
by a body of elected representatives of farmers from all continents. This body is called the
International Coordination Committee. Elected representatives seek to meet at least twice a
year to review and finalize the many activities and plans. This democratically elected
representative body of farmers, composed of women, men, welcoming gender non-binary
members, and also including youth, is supported by a lean team of technical staff, volunteers
and apprentices who assist with its daily technical and logistical operations. global and
regional secretariat.
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Henry Saragih, General Chair of the Indonesian Farmers' Union who was once a co-
coordinator with La Via Campesina explained that they are an international peasant
movement whose membership organization is pluralist when dealing directly with
neoliberals. The plurality of membership in La VVia Campesina is carried out by placing more
emphasis on platforms and not on ideology in their struggle. The rationality of the choice is
carried out with a starting point from a real or real problem. La Via Campesina was born after
the collapse of the West and East Blocks, in 1993 to be precise, two years later, in 1995, the
World Trade Organization was born.

In La Via Campesina, there are at least three differences of opinion regarding the position
before the World Trade Organization. The first is a group that demands the dissolution or
abolition of the World Trade Organization as was done by KRRS India. The second is a
group which states that an international trade regulatory system is needed to overcome
conditions and power relations that tend to be one-sided in regional trade agreements as
demanded by NFU Canada and UNORCA Mexico. The third is a group that wants to reform
the World Trade Organization and ensure that it complies with international conventions on
human rights as presented by the French Confederation Paysanne. In general, finally La Via
Campesina stated that they did not demand dissolution but demanded a reduction in the
powers of the World Trade Organization by removing the agricultural sector from its
jurisdictional authority and placing it under the assistance of the United Nations, but which
had undergone changes, was democratic and transparent.

La Via Campesina is a movement that relies on contributions from individuals and
associations who believe in food sovereignty and the agricultural needs of farmers. All
supporters who donate their time or resources to La Via Campesina, are activists who believe
that social transformation is only possible through acts of solidarity. The peasant movement
is a movement built and run by ordinary people who work the land. Individuals can become
part of broad, diverse and dynamic coalitions of farmers and smallholders.

When asked about how the Indonesian Peasant Union as a member of La Via Campesina
finances every struggle they carry out, Agus Ruli Ardiansyah, Secretary General of the
Indonesian Peasant Union explained four schemes of sources of funding for their movement,
namely: first, membership fees, second, organizational efforts through Organization-Owned
Enterprises and cooperatives including collective land management as a result of reclaiming,
thirdly government funds such as from the Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Home
Affairs, and fourthly international solidarity funds. Eka Kurniawan Sago Indra, Chair of the
Indonesian Peasants' Cooperative (the economic organization wing of the Indonesian Farmers
Union) explained that the membership fee per harvest or per six months is Rp. 50,000 (fifty
thousand rupiahs) or the equivalent, may be paid in money or agricultural products produced
such as rice, bananas, corn, coffee, and so on according to the commodities produced by the
members. Usually, 30% of the membership fees that reach the Central Leadership Council
after being deducted at the base, branch, and Regional Leadership Council (per province).
The Indonesian Farmers Cooperative within the Indonesian Farmers Union in 2018 has 1,000
members and is targeted to increase to 10,000 people in 2019, and by 2024 it is expected to
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have reached 200,000 people. Indonesian Peasant Cooperatives fight for the means of
production, especially land, and production facilities including agricultural production
equipment, fertilizers, farmer banks, and science and technology. In addition, post-production
takes care of packaging and ensures a market for the products of its members.

La Via Campesina is the largest and most influential transnational social movement in the
world, formed in 1993 when peasant interests were sidelined in pre-World Trade
Organization trade negotiations and grew as a rural movement and organization and
formulated reactions to the dislocation of the corporate food regime (Holt-Giménez &
Shattuck, 2011; Martinez-Torres & Rosset, 2010 in Copeland, 2019a), and became a unified
transnational peasant movement in reaction to debilitating neoliberal policies farmers for
global agribusiness and its free trade agenda (McMichael, 2014; Rosset, 2008 in Copeland,
2019a). The formation of a transnational peasant and rural community movement as large as
La Via Campesina and its influence in Latin America is a record that is where the history of
the emergence of the most dynamic peasant and rural community movement in the world.
Perhaps what distinguishes La Via Campesina as a peasant and rural people's movement born
in Latin America from other movements there and in the world is the historical experience of
the peasant and rural people's movement that existed before it, as described below.

First, according to Bretdn, Gonzalez, Rubio & Vergara-Camus, (2022), in Latin America
previously, projects of peasant and indigenous autonomy were carried out as an alternative to
the neoliberal restructuring of the 1990s, but from the start they created serious contradictions
because they wanted to solve problems through certain mechanisms which actually
exacerbated other problems. The contradictions developed in three moments: first, in the
early 1990s in response to the neoliberal market and state restructuring. Second, in the 2000s
when several movements started political alliances with left-wing politicians and parties who
promised to implement policies in line with historical demands leading to the pink wave
government. Third, it coincided with the fall of the left-wing government, which was
triggered by a cycle of devaluation of commodities and was marked by a new dilemma of
movement strategy which became increasingly complicated due to the emergence of right-
wing conservative forces. Three unresolved contradictions in the movement's strategy in
Latin America at that time: first, the basis of the uncomfortable relationship between the
peasant movement and the natives with left populist governments revolved around the
political need to maintain subaltern historical rural blocs. Second, the fact of ethnic autonomy
by indigenous actors and afro descent as the creation of a separate space in the language of
territorial/political control which assumes that economic marginalization is handled through
ethnic autonomy. Third, while the political alliances that many movements made with
political parties and politicians in the early 1990s called for an interventionist state, these
movements lost their ability to influence or suppress them during the first phase of the
increase in the prices of primary goods.

Second, one of the obstacles in social movements in resolving certain problems as an issue
that allows them to strengthen programs against neoliberalism, but can actually expand
neoliberal governance is when the required material capabilities are not met. Copeland
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(2019b) examines the food sovereignty movement through the agroecological program of
social and state movements in Guatemala when there was a clear rejection of conventional
inputs and market production, but insufficient state investment and redistribution created
barriers to rural peasantry participation while the livelihood system in its market-led scientific
development as hegemonial neoliberalism still existed. So agroecology may possibly work to
strengthen the food sovereignty movement, but it can also strengthen the neoliberal food
regime by promoting resilience and indigenous agriculture sufficient to solve the food crisis.

The broader La Via Campesina concepts of peasant rights, good livelihoods, indigenous
spirituality, gender equality, agroecology, and the ancient right to save seeds; became an
umbrella mirror for the new political trajectory of the Q'eqchi’ organization in northern
Guatemala. Although born out of a class-based organizing repertoire, as a federation of
farmers they have embraced indigenous identity through a number of village autonomy
declarations. Grandia, L. (2020) describes how they revived and adapted the oppressive
political structures of 16th century colonial rule into creative political mechanisms to defend
their territories from 21st century neoliberal land grabbing.

The Struggle of La Via Campesina as a Political Process: Transnationalization of
Social Movements and Institutionalization of Peasant Rights

Henry Saragih stated that the struggle to declare peasant rights began in the 1980s in North
Sumatra. Henry Saragih was directly involved when he started forming a non-governmental
organization, until it turned into the North Sumatra Farmers Union, and joined with other
farmer unions from various regions in Indonesia to become the Indonesian Farmers Union,
joining La Via Campesina in 1996. Meanwhile, the Indonesian Farmers Union only existed in
1998. At the internal level of the Indonesian Farmers Union the idea of human rights has
been discussed by the North Sumatra Farmers Union, which is a member of the Indonesian
Peasants Union, namely by formulating 7 articles of peasant rights in 1996. Peasants' human
rights were then used as the contents of the pamphlet by members of the North Sumatra
Farmers' Union in every action or farmer forums in the region.

Then, in 1999 a meeting was held between the Indonesian Association of Peasants for
Integrated Pest Control and INSIST (an NGO) to formulate farmers' human rights without
using the issue of Agrarian Reform. In 2000, the formulation of peasant rights was continued
with Francis Wahono (INSIST), HS Dillon, Sandyawan Sumardi (Ciliwung Group), various
other NGOs, which was also attended by Asmara Nababan from the National Commission on
Human Rights of the Republic of Indonesia. In 2000, the Indonesian Farmers' Union held a
workshop in Medan to discuss agrarian reform. In the workshop, the rights of farmers were
also discussed, regarding the 'Operational Concept of Protecting Farmers' Rights'. This
departs from the efforts of the Indonesian Peasants' Union to formulate an agenda for
upholding peasant rights as part of human rights that can go hand in hand with the agrarian
reform agenda that emerged after the end of the New Order government.
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From 17 to 20 April 2001, the National Commission on Human Rights of the Republic of
Indonesia Indonesia initiated the National Conference on Agrarian Reform for the Fulfillment
and Protection of Peasants' Human Rights in Cibubur, West Java (Cibubur Conference) to
standardize various awareness and views on growing peasants' human rights, into a
framework for struggle. According to Eka Kurniawan Sago Indra, the process of formulating
peasant rights took place between 1998 and 2001 in Indonesia by going through several
discussions in farmer forums, civil society and academics. The struggle of the Indonesian
Peasants' Union was carried out together with mass organizations and other non-
governmental organizations that are members of the National Committee for Agrarian
Reform's Gerak Lawan. In addition, there is also the Indonesian Farmers Consultative Body,
in which apart from the Indonesian Farmers Union there is also the Indonesian Farmers
Alliance, the Indonesian Association of Integrated Pest Management Farmers, and the Forum
for Indonesian Farmers and Fishermen Communities. Rustam Efendi added that the
conference which finalized the formulation took place on 17-20 April 2001 during the
National Conference on Agrarian Reform for the Fulfillment and Protection of Human Rights
and Farmers' Rights. The conference was organized and attended by various government
agencies, farmer organizations, civil society organizations and academics. The Cibubur
Conference produced several important documents and decisions in forming the UNDROP's
initial framework, namely the 'Declaration of the Human Rights of Indonesian Peasants'
which consisted of 8 sections and 67 points. The significance of the Cibubur Conference can
still be seen today. April 20, which is the day the 'Declaration of the Rights of Indonesian
Peasants' was issued, is celebrated as 'Human Rights Day of Indonesian Peasants'.

Henry Saragih stated that in 2001 in April he began to be involved internationally in the
World Social Forum to convey the rights of farmers raised by CETIM (Switzerland) which
was then agreed to fight for until Geneva as a convention. In October 2001 an International
Collective Committee was formed to continue this struggle. Peasant rights were first
discussed in La Via Campesina starting in 2002, when the Indonesian Peasant Union brought
the results of the formulation of Cibubur peasant rights to the Southeast Asia and East Asia
Regional Meeting La Via Campesina in Jakarta which produced a Declaration of Fulfillment
and Protection of Farmers' Rights.

Thus, the institutionalization or formalization of peasant rights within the La Via Campesina
internal organization began in 2002, when the Indonesian Farmers' Union brought the
peasants' human rights formulated by the Cibubur Conference to the La Via Campesina
Southeast Asia and East Asia Regional Meetings in Jakarta. The Regional Meeting then
produced a Declaration on the Fulfillment and Protection of Farmers' Human Rights. This is a
progress in itself because it has brought the issue of farmers' rights to the international
community. When the global crisis occurred in 2008, according to Henry Saragih, it became
one of the momentums to push for a stronger political process carried out by the Indonesian
Farmers' Union at the national, regional and global levels. Besides that, in 2009 it turned out
that the United Nations High Commission declared the failure of the Millennium
Development Goals. The next moment of struggle for peasants' rights was the International
Conference on Peasant Rights: Toward International Convention or the International
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Conference on Peasant Rights in Jakarta in 2008 which was attended by hundreds of member
organizations of La Via Campesina in the world as well as thousands of members of the
Indonesian Peasants’ Union. According to Henry Saragih, this conference was a moment for
peasant rights to be legalized as an international struggle La Via Campesina and to produce a
Declaration of Farmers' Rights — Women and Men. After this conference, the text was
brought to the highest decision-making forum of La Via Campesina, namely the Fifth
Conference of La Via Campesina in Maputo, Mozambique.

In the 2009 Declaration of Peasant Rights, La Via Campesina stated that the majority of the
world's population consists of small and medium-sized farmers. Even in a highly technical
world, people eat food produced by farmers. Peasant farming is not only an economic
activity, it is a vital livelihood for everyone. The security of the population depended on the
welfare of the peasantry and agriculture. In order to protect human life, it is important to
respect, protect and uphold the rights of farmers. In fact, the many violations of farmers'
rights that are happening today threaten human life.

After the La Via Campesina Southeast Asia and East Asia regional meetings in Jakarta in
2002, the globalization of the issue of farmers' human rights was rife within La Via
Campesina which made members of the global peasant movement aware that violations of
the fundamental rights of farmers also occurred throughout the world: not only in Indonesia,
or Asia. La Via Campesina then took the initiative together with FIAN International and
CETIM to start making reports regarding violations of peasants’ human rights which were
subsequently reported to the Human Rights Commission (before changing to the Human
Rights Council) in 2004, 2006 and 2008. The global food crisis that occurred in 2007-2008,
became the momentum to campaign for peasants' human rights as an instrument to protect
farmers throughout the world. Afgan Fadillah as one of the Staff of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Central Leadership Council of the Indonesian Farmers Union stated that the
Core Team from SPI who joined La Via Campesina in fighting for the UNDROP declaration
were Henry Saragih, Henry Thomas Simarmata, Zainal Arifin Fuad, and Mohammad Ikhwan.
Meanwhile, the Core Team at the international level is La Via Campesina (which includes the
Indonesian Farmers Union) and CETIM as the core group that understands the substance and
field or arena of struggle with support from countries such as Bolivia as sponsor, Cuba,
Venezuela, Ecuador and South Africa as co-sponsor. Apart from that, there was also support
from countries that were members of the Non-Aligned Movement which at that time was
approved and Indonesia was being led by President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono.

In 2009, the Advisory Council of the United Nations Human Rights Council (Advisory
Council) conducted a study on the discrimination of peasant rights in the context of the right
to food. In March 2012, this Advisory Body then presented a further study on the promotion
of peasant rights. The Advisory Committee finally recommended that the United Nations
Human Rights Council form an intergovernmental working group to negotiate and finalize a
text of the United Nations Declaration which regulates the human rights of peasants and
people working in rural areas. This working group was formed based on the mandate of the
United Nations Human Rights Council on 11 October 2012 in resolution A/HRC/RES/21/19.
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Starting from its formation to the adoption of UNDROP, this working group has held 5
meeting sessions where each session is filled with negotiation steps, both related to the
content and position of UNDROP itself in the international human rights framework.

UNDRORP in the formal process of the UN mechanism at the Human Rights Council and the
General Assembly took place from 2013 to 2018, the negotiation process was mostly carried
out within an Open-Ended Intergovernmental Working Group on The Rights of Peasant and
Other People Working in Rural Areas. The Indonesian Farmers' Union plays an active role in
interstate working groups and the process of promoting human rights at the United Nations.
The negotiations carried out by SPI in the La Via Campesina peasant movement are a
reflection of the ideals of the Asian-African struggle. SPI sees that these ideals continue to
live in HAP's struggle. Asian-African countries immediately saw the importance of this HAP
struggle. Nations like India, South Africa, Egypt, Algeria, the Philippines, among many other
countries .

For La Via Campesina, according to Henry Saragih, the World Trade Organization is one of
the instruments of neoliberal financial capital power besides the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank. The world power with regard to neoliberal financial capital is not the
United Nations, either de facto or de jure. But the United Nations became an international
organization to which most of the governments of every country in the world are members.
That is why it must be sued through the United Nations in UNDROP in order to have binding
power against the three international institutions. The aim is that there will be no more
neoliberal international trade because everything on earth is considered as public common
goods.

To fight for UNDROP, Members of La Via Campesina work in parallel and are responsible
for the process they put in place to find support in gaining access to the United Nations from
experienced people and organizations. La Via Campesina's strategy in the wider political
process towards UNDROP adoption is: first, to mobilize the power of the world's farmers;
secondly, finding common ground with various social movements in the world; third, making
alliances with experts, academics, research institutions, and so on; and fourth, advocating at
the national level through dialogue with governments in various countries.

La Via Campesina's demands for the declaration of the rights of farmers and other people
working in rural areas by the United Nations include: first, food sovereignty for a future
world without hunger by taking into account food producers, not ignoring the contribution of
farmers. Food is a basic human right that is embodied in a food sovereignty system, the right
of every nation to maintain and develop its own ability to produce staple food by respecting
cultural diversity, and being productive in their own territory, achieved through solidarity and
long-term political will, and caring for the natural environment. Food sovereignty aims to
regenerate the diversity of self-sufficient food systems in rural and urban areas as a
transformative process of reinventing the realm of democracy and regenerating the diversity
of local food systems based on equity, social justice and ecological sustainability.
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Second, La Via Campesina rejects the economic and political conditions that destroy their
livelihoods, communities, culture and natural environment. Trade liberalization and structural
adjustment economic policies globalized poverty and hunger in the world and destroyed the
productive capacities of local and rural communities. An unjust system that treats nature and
humans as means to the ends of the sole purpose of profiting the few. Farmers and
smallholders are denied access to and control over land, water, seeds and natural resources.
La Via Campesina challenges these conditions and develops alternatives by creating a rural
economy based on respect for self and the earth, food sovereignty and fair trade.

Third, women play a central role in the household and community food sovereignty. They
therefore have inherent rights to resources for the production of food, land, credit, capital,
technology, education and social services, and equal opportunities to develop and use their
skills. Fourthly, global warming, La Via Campesina states that small producers are cooling
the planet because the current pattern of global production, consumption and markets is
causing massive environmental damage, which is endangering ecosystems and leading the
human community towards disaster. Global warming shows the failure of a development
model based on fossil energy consumption, overproduction and free trade.

In building alliances with various parties, it has proven its ability to build transnational
networks: first, CETIM, which together with La Via Campesina, has become the core group
because it understands the substance and field or arena of struggle. Second, FoodFirst
Information and Action Network (FIAN) International, a global human rights organization
that advocates 